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Greetings from the RRC
Dear Friends,

Fall is here once again … where does the time go? Time seems to 
stand still for me, personally, but when I see our children who were 
first graders (seemingly last year) now in junior high, I realize that 
time has not been standing still.

I’m sure things are moving along so well because of our wonderful 
volunteers, who help make my life so rich and add warmth and sunshine to the lives 
of our hard working students who are also the light of my life. There is always much 
laughter coming from Apartment 24, and we all know that laughter is good medicine for 
the soul and body.

On Wednesday when I see the Conversation Club volunteers entering our new front 
door, I know from the smiles on their faces that they are receiving as much as they are 
giving. This month we sadly said, “Vaya con Dios” to Dick Brennan. He was one of the 
first to join CC and he has decided to step down from volunteering. We will miss his 
deep and sincere connection to our students and his generous and wonderful sharing. 
He guided the students with practical information including giving them “homework” 
like figuring out how to turn off the gas in case of an emergency. 

Fall also brings Thanksgiving, a special time when we express our gratitude for all good 
things; it is a good time for me to say, “Thank You!” to every friend, donor, volunteer and 
supporter of the Rosalie Rendu Center. As a special thank you, we will be having our bi-
annual Friendship Luncheon next year on Wednesday, April 25, 2012 at Saint Elizabeth 
Seton School, our Daughters of Charity sponsored school. It is an event where I can 
express face to face how important each of you is to me and to our students. Please mark 
your calendars.

I am happy to share with you that our adult English language students are working hard 
again this semester. Each student has taken an assessment and will re-take it at the end 
of each semester which will help us and them see the progress that they have made. Just 
this morning I heard a student say how helpful the Conversation Club is. It’s a joy for me 
to hear this personal kind of assessment.

Many thanks for all you do to support us as we help our wonderful students. Please, feel 
free to come visit us and meet them. As we gather with family and friends to express our 
thanks, know that each of you will have a special place in my list of “thank yous”.

Devotedly Yours,

Sister Trinitas Hernandez, D.C., Executive Director
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Carriage Manor Apartments
Ten	years	of	growth	and	renewal.	
By	Debbie	Denton

THE STORY is familiar to many of you. In 2001, the Daughters of Charity, the David 
and Lucile Packard Foundation, the Junior League of Palo Alto•Mid Peninsula and other 
donors came together to purchase the Carriage Manor apartment complex in order to 
preserve low-income housing and the Rosalie Rendu Center. After the purchase was 

completed and with the help of 
the Housing Industry Foundation, 
the run-down apartments were 
extensively renovated to correct 
years of neglect, the courtyard was 
paved and the parking port was 
installed. 

Today, the Carriage Manor 
apartment building is a vibrant 
place. There are rarely vacancies 
for the studio, one bedroom and 
two bedroom apartments. The 
Daughters of Charity and property 
management company, Prodesse 
Property Group, have managed to 
keep rents below market rates. The 
on-site manager lives in the complex 
as does the gardener. The Rosalie 
Rendu Center continues to rent 
apartments for English instruction 
and for the Tot Spot.  Some of 
the English language students 
live in the apartments, while 
most of the young students of the 
afterschool homework help program 
are residents.  The courtyard is 
beautifully landscaped with flowers, 
trees and shrubs and complete with 
a barbeque area, tables, canopy 
and basketball hoop. The parking 
structure provides secure parking 
for all of the residents. New 
improvements include a secure front 



Assessing ESL at the 
Rosalie Rendu Center
By Lourdes Muguerza

The resounding success and reputation of the 
Rosalie Rendu Center ESL program and the clear 
need for ESL instruction in East Palo Alto were 
again evident as the Center began its 2011-2012 
ESL year.

As part of the systematization and 
documentation of the ESL program, several new 
processes have been implemented this year. 
Most noticeably for the students was the initial 
standardized assessment which they took on the 
first day of class. The BEST Literacy assessment 
helped us assess initial proficiency in reading 
and writing English using authentic situations and 
gives us a strong foundation for assessing student 
progress at the end of the year and a solid base 
from which to report to students themselves and 
to funders. 

Classes began on September 6th, with 
assessments for twenty-five students who 
would be in the Tuesday/Thursday classes. 
On September 7th, nineteen students from 
the Monday/Wednesday classes took the 
assessment. Twenty additional students took 
the assessment between September 8th and 
September 15th, giving us a total enrollment of 
fifty-seven students in the six morning classes and 
seven students in the evening ESL class. 

The next couple of months will see us creating 
and implementing tiered lessons and activities for 
the students which will help keep students who 
are above level from becoming bored or those 
below level from becoming frustrated. We look 
forward to a year of learning and challenges as 
we tailor the program to best fit the needs of the 
students while keeping the goals  
of the Center clearly  
in mind. 

Save the Date!
Rosalie	Rendu	Friends	Luncheon
Wednesday,	April	25,	2012
St.	Elizabeth	Seton	School
Our guest of honor will be Chris Bischof, principal  
and co-founder of Eastside College Preparatory School  
in East Palo Alto.

door.  Security gates 
for the parking lot and 
new mailboxes are 
soon to be installed.

Residents of the 
Carriage Manor 
apartments are proud 
of their complex and 
work hard to keep it 
clean and beautiful. 
The residents are 
extremely grateful to 
the generous donors 
who, more than ten years ago, saw the value in preserving 
affordable housing for 37 hardworking low-income families of 
East Palo Alto. 

PHOTOS

(This	page)	TOP:	Carriage	Manor	after	a	heavy	rain	in	2001.	
BOTTOM:	The	condition	of	the	buildings	is	evident	in	this	photo	
from	the	same	period.

(Opposite	page)	LEFT:	Beautiful	landscaping	provides	outdoor	spaces	
for	families	to	play.	RIGHT:	The	entrance	was	updated	this	past	
August.	Carriage	Manor	is	now	a	place	families	can	take	pride	in.



Help the Rosalie Rendu Center Reach Our Vision:
Every	client	is	educated,	financially	independent,	integrated	into	the	community	and	computer	literate.
WiSH LiST
• After-school Homework Club 

tutor, Thursdays 3:30-5:00 p.m.

• Gift cards for Christmas for families 
from the Center (Mi Pueblo, Target 
or similar).

• Monetary support for the Center’s 
programming and operations. 

• Children’s books for all ages, 
including in Spanish.

• Funding for 48 workbooks, 
costing about $25 each

• Tot Spot funding to replace worn 
toys and supplies

VOLunTEER OPPORTuniTiES
Volunteering at The Rosalie Rendu Center is easy and fun. We provide 
meaningful volunteer opportunities at a variety of times during the day and 
evening, and we’ll train you before you begin helping out. Consider:

• Conversation Club – Spend ninety minutes on Wednesday morning talking 
with adult students from the Center. individual conversation practice with 
our volunteers may be the most valuable tool available to our students. 
Additional days will come available as more volunteers sign up.

• Evening English – Join a seasoned volunteer to help provide more 
individualized instruction.

• Homework Club – Come twice a month on Tuesday or Thursday to help 
our young students with homework and reading.

• Financial Management – The Center offers 
life skills classes when our students indicate 
interest. We are planning to offer a simple, 
practical class in financial management, and 
we’re looking for a teacher and a curriculum.

For more information, please contact Sister Trinitas Hernandez at (650) 473-9522.

Mission Moment
Playschool	has	the	Christmas	Spirit!	

to have a dad who loves them so much 
and who knows what really matters. I was 
touched by the beautiful way he expressed 
the depth of his gratitude. I don’t know 
who received more that day, but had the 
season ended then and there, it would have 
felt perfectly full and  
complete. Thank you  
again for such a  
meaningful and  
memorable day.”

Each	Christmas,	two	local	Playschools		
(www.knoxplayschools.com)	adopt	up	to	
twelve	families	from	the	Rosalie	Rendu	
Center,	providing	food	for	Christmas	dinner	
and	gifts	for	each	member	of	the	family.	This	
outreach	by	Playschool	families	to	families	
from	the	Center	enriches	the	Christmas	
holiday	for	both.	Here	are	excerpts	from	a	
letter	written	by	a	Playschool	mom:

Thank you for including me in the 
unforgettable experience of delivering 
Playschool gifts to the families we adopted. 
I wanted to translate what Julio said while 
we were at his house.

From the tone of his voice, however cordial 
over the phone, it was obvious that no one 
had informed Julio of exactly what had 
been underway at Playschool for his family. 
When he walked out to the car and saw 
it packed with gifts and food, he was in 
complete disbelief and said to his friend 
in a whisper, “This is the true meaning of 
the spirit of Christmas.” Judging by the 

expression on his face when he said this, 
he appeared to feel he was experiencing 
a real-life miracle as well. Though the 
six of us barely fit inside his home, Julio 
did not hesitate to invite us in because 
he wanted to be sure we met the main 
recipients of so much generosity, his three 
daughters. While we were inside, he was 
so moved by the experience that he started 
talking straight from the heart about their 
situation. He said, “We are a family of very 
little income. But children are children. 
There are so many things that they ask us 
for, and there is so much we want to be 
able to give them that we simply cannot. 
For us as parents, there is nothing in life 
more beautiful than to see our children 
truly happy. And you have given us the 
opportunity to see this in them this 
Christmas.” When we left his house and I 
started to cry, it was not because I felt sorry 
for him and his family. On the contrary, I 
was thinking of how lucky those kids are 

One	of	the	surprised	gift	recipients.


