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Executive Director

Dear Amigos,

Melanie Yunk

Much has happened since our last newsletter. The Junior League,
after nine wonderful years of service and sharing, have moved on
to pursue new community projects. In a very organized manner
the last committee helped to arm us for the future. They helped
with raising money, $20,000 from Yahoo! Employee Foundation,
writing curriculum for the ESL class and firming up the schedule in the Tot Spot. Our
Cinco de Mayo party was a time for old and new members to come together to say our
thank yous and good-byes. Sister Margaret Keaveney, Provincial of the Daughters of
Charity, was on hand to express the Daughters gratitude for so much love and support
over the past nine years. We know this is not good-bye but rather “see you around”; the
friendships formed over the years will keep us linked to each other for a very long time.
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After May, we took a few weeks break to paint the classroom and rest before starting a
four-week summer session. Because of the beautiful weather this year, summer classes
were never too burdensome, however, by August everyone was ready for another break.
We began our fall classes with an Ice Cream Social and backpack give away. Before that,
I had the joy of taking the children to buy school shoes. You may remember we asked
for money for this project in our spring letter. I had the privilege, thanks to our
generous donors, of personally taking 35 children to buy their school shoes and giving
gift cards to the remaining eight youngsters. I have all the fun!
Ivan Barragan, our new Program Assistant, has started and is going full speed ahead.
Angelo and Donathan, young men studying for the priesthood at St. Patrick’s Seminary,
will be coming to start a computer class. The Catholic Community at Stanford is
looking at doing a project with us and we are hoping to partner with the families in a
Menlo Park Church to create family activities. Many activities are in the works. For the
Carriage Manor children, a Boy Scout troop has been started and the Stanford Art
Span group is returning next week.
As I said, much has gone on and continues to go on here at the RRC. Each of you has
been a part of the life of the Center and I know, as the definition of Amigo (friend)
implies, I can count on each of you to be an intimate associate and supporter for many
years to come.
Gob bless each of you. Hasta la vista,
Sister Trinitas Hernandez, D.C.
Executive Director
Sponsored by the Daughters of Charity Ministry Services Coorporation

(LEFT) Sister Fran, Sister T, Assemblyman Ira Ruskin and
Melanie Yunk. (ABOVE) Sister T with her nieces Melissa and
Sharon. (INSET) Cupcakes from the party held at the Center
celebrating Sister T’s 50 years of service.

Jubilee Celebration for Sister T
On September 8th, our beloved Sister
Trinitas Hernandez, Sister T, reached a
milestone in her beautiful life. She
celebrated 50 years as a Daughter of
Charity. Her Jubilee celebration was
held at St. Francis
of Assisi Church
in East Palo Alto.
The celebration mass
was presided by
Fathers Joseph
Haley, CM and
Lawrence Goode.
The lovely music
presented by the Sisters framed the
prayers and service. After the mass,
attendees exited the church to the
sounds of Mariachis. Sister T and the
Mariachis led the procession to Carriage
Manor for a barbecue and continued the
Jubilee Celebration.

During the mass, those present learned of
the many other ministries Sister T served
throughout her 50 years. When each
program was talked about, those
representing those ministries were asked
to stand. She served
in child care in
Kansas City, MO,
Rosemead, Santa
Barbara and San
Francisco. She also
served in Lafayette,
CO, the Central
Valley and of course
East Palo Alto. We
celebrate her 50 years of making life better
for others.

Paule, “Sister T invited the weak, sometimes
the helpless, hopeless, and poor, to come to
a better place, and a brighter future.” She
said that Sister T’s job description was
written each day when the phone rang.
Someone needed a ride, medicine, or food.
She responded to every need as it presented
itself each day. Sister T has shown great
love to the children in her care, children
who needed her help, children to whom she
was hope. By example she has shown the
love of Christ to all of us.

Sister T began, what is now her mission in
East Palo Alto, by sitting on a step teaching
a woman English. Now there are ESL
classes four days per week, a tot spot to care
for children while their mothers attend
“We thank Sister T for the joy and example class, an after school program for the older
she has shared with us,” Father Haley
children and more. She invited a group of
prayed at the mass. His words were true
those compassionate about her work at
and felt by all of us. In the words of Sister Carriage Manor, to help raise funds to
purchase the apartment complex, do major
remodeling including a new roof, parking
lot, fence, interior public space and
upgraded each apartment. She created a
The Rosalie Rendu Center is sponsoring a Boy Scout Troop for eight boys through
the Scoutreach program of the Pacific Skyline Council of the Boy Scouts of America. “family” of this complex. The joy
surrounding Sister T is evident at every
Volunteer scout leaders, Ivan and Brandon, meet with the boys, teaching them
party, where families prepare and bring
scouting skills, leadership, character and service, and helping them earn merit badges.
food; some barbecue and all are merry.
Several of the boys went on their first-ever weekend campout at Cutter Scout
Reservation in the Santa Cruz Mountains last spring, the first time several of them
Sister T is a woman of faith, humility and
had spent the night in a tent. The camp is located at about 2,200 feet in elevation
love and is loved by all who meet her. We
and is located in some of the last old-growth redwoods on the West coast. Another
celebrate her 50 years and look forward to
camping trip is planned in October. The Pacific Skyline Council hosts an annual
more years of her unconditional and
fundraising dinner to help fund the cost of its Scoutreach program.
dedicated service.

Boy Scouts Have Arrived at the RRC!

Introducing Ivan Barragan,
Program Assistant
Thanks to our donors’ very generous contributions, we have
been able to hire Ivan Barragan as our first ever program
assistant! Working part-time, Ivan will be assisting Sister
Trinitas with the many administrative and program related
tasks in the Center.
Ivan has strong ties to East Palo Alto, the Daughters of
Charity and Sister Trinitas. He is the oldest of four children,
and has lived in East Palo Alto his whole life. He attended St.
Elizabeth Seton School in Palo Alto from Kindergarten
through 8th grade, where his mother Theresa is the office
manager. He then graduated from Sacred Heart Prep in
Atherton in 2003. He attended Foothill College, taking
courses in business and political science. He is an active
volunteer at St. Francis of Assisi Church, where his dad
Ignacio is the Maintenance Director. He also has a lot of
work experience, working at Longs, Costco, Nordstrom’s and
Video Online. He speaks both English and Spanish fluently.
Ivan’s first day at the Center was October 1. He was put to work
right away, using his extensive computer skills—repairing one

computer and adding a wireless
card to another. Plans are in the
works for Ivan and two
seminarians to start teaching a
beginning computer class to
residents on October 15.
Sister Trinitas is overjoyed to
have Ivan working with her.
Sister Trinitas has been overwhelmed with the many tasks that
were accomplished by the Junior League committees. Now,
Sister T will be able to focus on teaching again. Ivan will take
over organizing special events. He will manage the volunteer
recruitment, take on some development and financial tasks, and
assist with the oversight of new training and parenting
programs the Center hopes to provide.
In the future, Ivan would like to open his own business,
perhaps in East Palo Alto. Before that time, however, he is very
excited to be working in his local community. Join us in
welcoming Ivan to the Rosalie Rendu Center!

The Rosalie Rendu Center Needs Your Help!
Thanks to our donors’ very generous contributions. We have raised the following funds:
• $24,000 towards operating expenses
• $1,000 for 70+ backpacks and school supplies
• $5,000 for shoes for our children
Your support will help us continue to serve the East Palo Alto community. Here are our current needs.
We hope you can contribute!
1. $25,000 – Operating Expenses
2. $30,000 – Program Assistant Salary
3. $3,000 – Fingerprinting for our volunteers to help protect our children
4. $2,500 – Gift Cards for our adult students to help them buy Christmas gifts for their children.
5. $3,000 – 3 Laptop Computers for the after school program, computer class and our new
work training program
6. Office Equipment and Furniture for the Work Training Program
We also need:
Volunteers to Teach Adults
Volunteers will teach English (no Spanish required) or basic computer skills.
Three classes are taught each morning and afternoon, Monday through
Thursday. Evening English classes are coming soon too!
Volunteer to Play with Our Children
Come and have fun with our children in “Tot Spot” (where children learn and play
while their parents are learning English) or in the after school homework program.

MISSION MOMENT

Their dreams came true after lots of hard work!
The Mission of the Rosalie Rendu Center is to break the cycle of poverty by
educating, mentoring and raising the self-esteem of the entire family. Our
periodic pieceMission Momentprovides examples of how our mission is
lived out on a daily basis.
Reaching your dreams takes time for new
immigrants coming from lives filled with
poverty and suffering. Theresa Bazan and
her husband Sergio with their two
beautiful daughters, moved into the
Carriage Manor Apartments hoping to
save money to reach the next step in their
dream. Theresa was shy and knew no one
living in the complex. The manager
suggested she might like to learn English
at the RRC. Several days later when
Theresa approached Sister T, Sister T was
hesitant because Theresa had no
knowledge of English and there were too
many boys in the playroom. The
operative word is BOYS and Theresa has
two girls. Theresa, four year old Mariela
and two year old Katy joined the next day
and what a gift they were. The girls were
quiet and added some calmness to the
rambunctious boys. Soon Theresa was
baby sitting for the other women in the
complex. She also became the morning
baby-sitter for our first two classes.
Noting her responsibility and kindness
with the children she brought to Head
Start, they offered her a job.

At the RRC we also teach life
skills and Theresa learned her
lessons well. When she came
home after working a full day
and found her husband and
Theresa Bazan and her three children (left to right)
brother watching TV she put
Mariela, Omar and Katy.
her foot down and told them
that they too had to help with dinner
Education is very important to the
preparations since all three adults were
Bazans and their girls continue to do well
working full time. Now the men start the
in school.
dinner and Theresa finishes it when she
Because the Bazans planned ahead
gets home.
carefully and had a specific goal, they
Mariela, along with the three other
were able to move into their own home.
four-year-old boys in the Tot Spot,
Sergio and Theresa now have a little boy
were enrolled at St. Elizabeth Seton
named Omar. Because of Theresa’s
School to begin Kindergarten. Theresa
experience and classes in early childhood,
continued working for Head Start, took
she continues to baby sit.
classes, saved and dreamed of the future.
Walking with families as they try to
When Sergio and Theresa were ready to
better their lives, is heart warming and
buy a house, it was suggested they buy a
gives Sister T the courage to continue the
condominium to build up their credit.
journey with these families. We rejoice
Not having their parents near, they
with the Bazans and hope to accompany
approached Sister T, seeking advice about many more families to reach their
this decision. They had thought things
dreams. This will be done with the
through well, looking at condos that were
continued help of the many friends of the
just over the Dumbarton Bridge in order
Rosalie Rendu Center.
to keep the children in Seton School.

RRC’s On-the-Job Training Program
The Rosalie Rendu Center has launched an on-the-job training program at the
Center which teaches valuable job skills while earning some revenue for the
Center. Program participants provide mailing service (collating, stapling,
stuffing, addressing, stamping) for small to medium-sized mailings (up to
1,500 pieces). Participants learn skills such as timeliness and accuracy and
enjoy the camaraderie of working together. They even practice their English
skills while they work! The Center earns a small revenue, which is important in
today's environment for nonprofit organizations, where funders and donors
desire to see the organization become more self-sustaining. If you have a
mailing and would like us to help, please call 650-473-9522.

