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A Message From Sister T
Dear Amigos,

“Everything’s coming up roses”! �ese words sung by Ethel Merman 
years ago express the feelings I have after ten years of serving in East 
Palo Alto at the Rosalie Rendu Center. Yes, it has been ten years since 
we opened our doors, offering free English classes and much more. 
As I reflect on the past ten years, my heart is filled with joy and my 
mind is filled with images of children hugging their mothers' knees while they were 
trying to learn English. Next frame, I see the women from the Junior League coming to 
take care of these children, getting them ready for Kindergarten, followed by another 
group of Junior Leaguers teaching, mostly men, an Evening English class. I also see our 
first Tot Spot graduates nervously heading to St. Elizabeth Seton School. �ese 
children will be in eighth grade this fall and moving onto Catholic high schools in 2009, 
thanks to wonderful scholarships granted by the Daughter of Charity Foundation. I 
also see TV cameras bothering me, yes bothering, while all I wanted to do was quietly 
teach. However, Carrie Du Bois knew the importance of the media and today, thanks to 
her great wisdom, we own the Carriage Manor Apartments, adding low-income 
housing to our list of services. 

�e list could go on and on, sharing the ups and downs of the past ten years. I mostly 
see the successes; homes purchased (eight to be exact), young adults entering college, 
ladies moving from fry-cooks to cashiers, former students working as nannies for 
English speaking families, and most recently, adults learning to use the computer. 

�e road has been filled with roses, daisies and many kinds of flowers. I too have 
learned many things over these past ten years. I now know that patience is very 
important. But I have also learned to always bring chocolate to a meeting, rely on the 
Holy Spirit, not on exact numbers, that there will always be enough food and that every 
Fall, the books bags WILL get filled with school supplies.

�ese past ten years have seen many helpers in our garden, many seeds were planted, 
many flowers bloomed and each and every one of you have had a part to play in this 
garden. May we continue to work and walk with the students at the RRC, helping them 
to reach their goals of providing a happy and healthy life, for themselves and their 
families, in a new country.

�anks to each of you for helping me to help them. 

God bless you, 

Sister Trinitas Hernandez, D.C.
Executive Director
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Celebrating 10 Years at the RRC

2008 RRC Friends 
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Nancye Beck
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Colin & Kathleen Cho
Sister Charlotte Marie Clark, D.C.
Sister Fran Ciluaga, D.C.
George Clark & Susan Williams-Clark
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William De Mers
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Mark & Anne Flegel
Chrisi Fleming
Foy Foundation, Inc.
Victor Fuchs
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John & Clifton Herndon
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Mildred Lee
Linda B. Lynch
David & Jennifer MacEwen
Julie Mahowald
Sidney Marks
Bradley Matteoni, Esq.
Melanie's Fine Foods, Inc.
Loretta Mingram
Terri Muschott 
Lela Noble 
John P. O'Driscoll 
Henry Organ 
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Chris & Naomi Peters 
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Allison Stastny 
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LEFT: Martha Perez, a former RRC student, shared the important of English classes to 
her and her family. RIGHT: Sister Margaret Keaveney, Mike Sugerman and Sister T.

On April 22, a group of 70-80 people 
gathered at St. Elizabeth Seton School 
to share breakfast and celebrate 10 years 
of success for the Rosalie Rendu Center. 
It was a joyous event!

Mike Sugerman, CBS 5 Reporter and 
Master of Ceremonies, outlined the 
wonderful work that Sister T and the 
Daughters of Charity Foundation have 
done through the Rosalie Rendu Center. 
Sister Margaret Keaveney, President and 
Board Chair of Daughters of Charity 
Foundation, shared her view of the 
Center’s wonderful progress and 
triumphs. Martha Perez, a former RRC 
student spoke from her heart in gratitude 
to Sister T and all of the volunteer 
teachers who helped her to learn English. 
She has a wonderful job, and she and her 
family have a very bright future.

When Sister T spoke to the group, 
everyone could feel her love for this work 
and the pride she shares with all of the 
students at the RRC. While Sister T 
would deny any credit for the Center’s 
accomplishments, she is surely a gift to all 
these young families.

After the breakfast, Sister T was amazed 
at the many people who shared their 
desire to help at the Center. Some wanted 
to gift a computer to a family, others 
wanted to join conversational classes as 
part of the English program and others 
wrote checks. Sister T always enjoys 
meeting new people who are interested in 
supporting the Center and its programs.  

Many thanks to the Advisory Board, 
RRC supporters and the women of the 
Carriage Manor Apartments for their 
help in making this event a success.

(L to R): Sister T, Carrie Du Bois, Joan L'Heureux, Melanie Yunk, Salene, Liduvina, Silvic, 
Blanca, Debbie Denton, Loretta Mingram, Sally Falkenhagen, and Marianne Stoner (seated).



Spotlight on a Volunteer: 
Nancy Kessler
Nancy Kessler says, “I live seven minutes away from the Rosalie 
Rendu Center, but it’s a whole different world.”  

Nancy began her volunteer work with the RRC just as the 
Junior League of Palo Alto•Mid Peninsula’s project with the 
Center was getting started ten years ago. She had small children 
at home, so working with young children in the Tot Spot didn’t 
appeal to her. She and four other Junior League volunteers 
started teaching English in the evenings. �e evening English 
classes attracted both men and women and were a popular 
alternative for students who could not attend Sister T’s daytime 
classes. After having her fourth child, Nancy curtailed her 
volunteer work at the Center. She still kept in touch, and when 
all her children were in school, she was able to return to the 
Center to teach English, midday on Wednesdays.

Nancy prepares her own lesson plans, which include role plays 
around real-life situations like asking for directions, calling for 
appointments, filling out kindergarten applications, ordering in 
a restaurant and visiting the doctor.  �e lessons concentrate on 
giving as much practice speaking as possible and include some 
practical grammar.

Nancy finds her English students very smart and funny
“good, solid people.” She is inspired by their strength, 
perseverance and desire to learn English in order to make 
better lives for themselves and their families. Nancy says that 
the volunteer work is easy and that it makes her feel good to be 
able to help.  Being with her students restores her energy and 
recharges her enthusiasm. She recommends it to anyone who 
has a few spare hours to give to our community!

�e RRC thanks Nancy for her commitment to her students!

Computer Classes Come to the RRC
By Ivan Barragan

When I first began working at the Rosalie Rendu Center as the new Program Assistant, I didn’t know exactly what work I 
would be doing, except that I would be helping Sister T. After some discussion we decided that it might be good to 
begin a computer class that would provide additional skills to the RRC families. We had a head start with wireless Internet 
access thanks to a project launched by East Palo Alto Digital Village called “Community Interact!” The RRC was selected as 
one of 20 non-profit and faith-based organizations to receive a Community Interact! Grant, funded by Hewlett Packard, 
for subsidized broadband wireless Internet access, along with free technical support and hardware upgrades. Thanks to 
Nadine Watson of Community Interact! we have recently received upgrades to make our wireless access even faster.

Next I set about installing wireless cards on desktops so that more residents were able to take advantage of wireless 
access. Once we had more people with wireless capability, we were ready to start a computer class.

I started on a Monday afternoon right after Sr. T’s final English class in hopes of keeping a good portion of her students. 
Many stayed. The first classes focused on the basics: saving Word documents, learning to type and locating previously 
saved work. Then I showed them the Internet. The room was abuzz as we learned how to search for specific 
information using keywords and the difference between general and specific searches. I helped students setup free 
e-mail accounts from Google’s Gmail, which presented the opportunity to discuss the important topic of Internet safety 
and caution with personal information, not to mention remembering passwords.
With growing interest for a second computer class, Arthur Deex, an RRC volunteer 
and donor, offered to help, and we set up a Wednesday night class. As many of 
the evening students had their own small businesses, Arthur and I found and 
installed a program so that the students could create their very own business cards. 

It is a pleasure to teach computer classes at the RRC. The students are eager to 
learn and have an appreciation for computers and technology that nearly matches 
my own. The goal of these classes is to give students the confidence and ability to 
use computers on their own. They are well on their way!

Nancy Kessler with two of her students.



Provides examples of how our mission is 
lived out on a daily basis.
Sister T’s inspiration for the Rosalie 
Rendu Center came eleven years ago, 
when Sarah asked her to teach her to 
speak English. �ey sat on the steps of 
the parish church and practiced. Soon, 
other women asked for instruction, and 
Sister T realized that she would have to 
find a classroom.

With help from Sister Fran funding was 
secured through the Daughters of 
Charity Foundation to pay for the rental 
of an apartment at Carriage Manor, the 
cheapest housing in East Palo Alto. In 
mid-January of 1998, Sister T opened the 
Center. She was disappointed and a little 
unnerved when no one attended that first 
class session. She had been so sure she 
understood the needs of this community!

MISSION MOMENT
Hilda was the first student to attend class 
at the Center later that afternoon. As her 
English improved, Hilda saw how it 
affected her work, as she advanced from 
fry cook to cashier and shift manager. 
Hilda recently returned to the Center for 
a computer class.  She has begun an Avon 
business and was thrilled to learn to 
create her own business cards. 

Sarah, Sister T’s first student, attended 
English classes at the Center , ultimately 
securing a job nearby at the Ravenswood 
Family Health Center.  

Many students like Hilda and Sarah have 
blossomed through the RRC . Learning 
English is not an easy task.  Our hats are 
off to the students at the RRC who 
continue to work so hard to become 
proficient in their new language. 

Rosalie Rendu Center Needs
Thanks to our donors’ very generous contributions, we have raised the following:
•  $20,000 towards operating expenses
•  $3,000 for fingerprinting services for volunteers
•  $3,000 for laptop computers for our classes and new work training business
• $2,500 for gift cards for our children to buy gifts for their parents
• $2,000 for office equipment & supplies for our new work training program

Your continued support will help us continue to serve the East Palo Alto 
community. Here are our current needs. We hope you can contribute!
1. $25,000 – Operating Expenses 
2. $30,000 – Program Assistant Salary
3. $1,000 – Chairs for the ESL classroom
4. $8,000 – 8 Computers for the residents of the Carriage Manor Apartments
5. $1,000 – Backpacks. Each year, the RRC provides backpacks containing school 

supplies for approximately 70 children who live at the Carriage Manor 
Apartments and the children of our ESL students

6. $1,500 – Office Equipment and Supplies for our new work training program 
7. $500 – World Book Encyclopedia set for the after school program

Volunteers to Teach Adults
Volunteers will teach English (no Spanish required) or basic computer skills. 
Three classes are taught each morning and afternoon, Monday through Thursday. 
Evening English classes are held on Tuesday and Thursday. We also need English 
speaking individuals to come to a class for casual conversation with our students.

Volunteers to Play With Our Children
Come and have fun with our children in the “Tot Spot” (where children learn and 
play while their parents are learning English) or in the after school homework 
program. To volunteer, please contact the Center at (650) 473-9522.

2007 Fall Campaign Donors
Lurie Marie & Keith Albee

John & Linda Andreini
Reverend Joseph Balker

Lynn & Daniel Benas
Victor & Barbara Carranza

Sister Fran Ciluaga, D.C.
George Clark & Susan Williams-Clark

Robert Cook
Marian Daly

Frederique Dame
Mary Anne Daniels

Gary & Barbara De Bell
William De Mers

Mary Denten
Grant & Carrie Du Bois

Deborah S. & John Eastburn
John Orcutt & Martha Edwards

Alain & Rosemary Enthoven
Craig & Sally Falkenhagen
Jonathan & Allison Felder

Caitlin & Bret Field
Sister Paule Freeburg, D.C.

Wendy Garrish
Robert & Virginia Glockner

Barry & Claire Goss
Nancy Greenfield

David & Maureen Kennedy
Mildred Lee

Ron & Marilyn Long
Linda B. Lynch

Philip & Nancy Mancini
Patrick & Nancy McGaraghan

Melanie's Fine Foods, Inc.
Annie Melikian

Mark & Elizabeth Moragne
Ann Morrical
Henry Organ

Our Lady of the Visitacion Students
Cathie Perga

William & Beatrice Peterson
Anne Vitullo & Jonathan Poe

Lee Rasmussen
Bob Jones & Laura Roberts

Carl & Sarah Rosendahl
John & Marianne Stoner

Dawn & David Sullivan
Charles & Elaine Travers

Alexandra & Randall Von Feldt
Charles & Sandy Welch

Jan Woolsey
Daughters of Charity Foundation

The Carl Gellert & Celia Berta Gellert 
Foundation

We apologize for any omissions. 
If your donation was not acknowledged, 

please contact Melanie Yunk at 
(650) 593-9305 or mel@yunk.net
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