
A Message from Sister T
Dear Friends and Supporters,

�ere are signs of spring everywhere – signs of new life and changes in the beauty of 
God’s creation.  Here at the Rosalie Rendu Center, we, too, are undergoing changes.  
First of all, there are physical changes in our garden and parking lot.  However, one 
of the biggest changes is with our volunteers from the Junior League.

�e Junior League of Palo Alto•Mid Peninsula has been a vital part of the Center 
since it began in 1998.  Now it is time for the League to move on to other projects 
and help others in the community.  Like good parents, a small committee will 
continue assisting us to build a new volunteer group and will try to help us set up a 
secure financial base.

“�ank you” seems like such a small phrase to express the gratitude that is in my 
heart for all the League’s years of loving support.  �e League’s volunteers have 
prepared our children for kindergarten during their turns in the Tot Spot.  �ey 
have helped our families feel comfortable speaking English by participating in our 
many mentoring days, and they have spent many hours teaching English in our 
evening English classes.  Aside from their scheduled turns in the Tot Spot and 
Evening English, they have supported our families with donations, jobs and genuine 
care and concern.

We will miss their active 
support but know they will 
be but a phone call away, 
and hopefully, they will 
continue to come back 
to share in future celebrations 
such as our Cinco de Mayo 
party to be held on May 6 
this year, from 2 to 4 p.m.  
All are invited! 

God bless you all for your 
continued encouragement 
and support.  �e Center is 
truly like a garden that takes 
many hands and talents to 
flower.  �ank you for being 
a part of our garden.

Devotedly yours, 

Sister Trinitas Hernandez
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Carriage Manor Apartments 
Leap the Digital Divide
In December, the Rosalie Rendu Center and Carriage Manor Apartments were 
extraordinarily fortunate to be the site selected for the pilot for a web-based show 
(like a TV show, but on the Internet) staged and digitally recorded by the “Good 
Geeks.”  �e Good Geeks are an ad hoc group of volunteers assembled for the 
purpose of creating this pilot program.  �e Internet program will illustrate how 
technology can improve the lives of those who have not had convenient access to it, 
helping to close the “digital divide.” 

All computer professionals, the Good Geeks generously donated one work day and 
one Saturday to bring the Rosalie Rendu Center and Carriage Manor Apartments 
up-to-date technologically while digitally recording all the work that they did for the 
pilot web program.

 �e Good Geeks arrived at Carriage Manor full of enthusiasm and ready to work! 
�ey divided into groups that installed the wireless networking equipment; ran 
wires throughout the apartment complex; upgraded operating systems, reinstalled 
software and networked existing computers; installed laptops and configured 
network equipment. 

In addition to installing the wireless network and upgrading existing computers, 
Patrick Houston, ringleader of the Good Geeks, was instrumental in working with 
Meg Garlinghouse, Yahoo! Director of Community Affairs, to arrange a $5000 grant 
from Yahoo! For Good [see http://brand.yahoo.com/forgood/index.html] to buy 
the equipment installed by the Good Geeks, including laptops for the Rosalie Rendu 
Center’s computer lab and a new, networked color printer. 

�e Rosalie Rendu Center also received an additional generous grant from 
Community Interact! with the help of Nadine Watson, Project Coordinator. �is 
grant will offset the cost of the ISP connection for high-speed Internet access for five 
years. Community Interact! is a signature project of East Palo Alto Digital Village 
(EPADV). Community Interact! aims to bring a majority of East of Bayshore 
nonprofit and faith-based entities online with subsidized high speed Internet 
connectivity. For more information about Community Interact! please see their 
website at: http://www.epa.net/launch/comvcs/comrpts/item?item_id=592686. 
You can read more about Hewlett Packard’s East Palo Alto Digital Village at: 
http://www.hp.com/e-inclusion/en/project/project_epadv.html.

�e Rosalie Rendu Center plans to begin offering computer classes in April to help 
familiarize residents with computers and the Internet.  Adults will learn basic 
computer skills and how to access the Internet to search for jobs.  In separate classes, 
the children and young adults will learn relevant computer skills such as typing and 
using the Internet for school projects. Access to these tools will give them a boost up 
the educational ladder. �e Rosalie Rendu Center’s goal is to create a 
technology-friendly atmosphere at the Carriage Manor Apartments.  

Sister T and all those who use the services of the Rosalie Rendu Center or live in 
Carriage Manor sincerely thank the volunteers who participated in this project, 
especially Patrick Houston of Yahoo! and Michael Pierce of Prodesse Property 
Group for leading the effort to bring wireless Internet to Carriage Manor 
Apartments. We are very grateful to Yahoo! For Good and to Community Impact! 
for their generous financial support.  We’re all hoping that the pilot Internet program 
about the Good Geek’s project at the Center will be one of the first things that 
residents of Carriage Manor get to watch on the new laptops! 

IN PICTURES
�anks to your generous 
donations some amazing changes 
have taken place in the paving and 
landscaping surrounding the 
Center. �e photos on these two 
pages show the before (insets) 
and after. Now our families can 
enjoy a beautiful haven.



Transitions
“Sister T is nothing short of inspirational.  She is one 
of few individuals who has a passion, has a vision for 
how to bring that passion to fruition, and  has the 
courage to make it happen…Sister T is a joy to work 
with and her excitement about the project is infectious.” 
�is quote from a member of the Junior League of 
Palo Alto•Mid Peninsula explains why Junior League 
members have enjoyed volunteering at the Rosalie 
Rendu Center and Tot Spot for the past eight years. 

�e Junior League has partnered with Sister T since 
she opened the Center, supporting Sister T with grants 
to help pay the rent for the two apartments tenanted by 
the Rosalie Rendu Center and Tot Spot and with 
volunteers who staffed English classes in the evening 
and Tot Spot during the day. �e Junior League of 
Palo Alto•Mid Peninsula has provided 15 to 25 
volunteers and $25,000 annually to help support the 
operation of the Rosalie Rendu Center and Tot Spot.  
After extending the typical three-year tenure of this 
popular community project twice, the Junior League’s 
project at the Rosalie Rendu Center and Tot Spot 
comes to an end in April 2007.  �e Rosalie Rendu 
Committee of the Junior League will spend the coming 
year helping to transition the work of its volunteers to 
the broader community and find other support for 
Sister T. (�e Junior League also provided $135,000 as 
a lead grant toward the effort to purchase the Carriage 
Manor Apartments by the Daughters of Charity 
during 2000 in order to preserve the building as low 
income housing.)

�e Rosalie Rendu Center will miss this tremendous 
support of both money and volunteers very much!  
However, Sister T has always inspired everyone who 
volunteers with her in a way that improves the 
volunteer’s life as much as it improves the lives of 
the students attending the Center.  So, now is a 
great time for our loyal supporters in the community 
to sign on to volunteer!  

Welcome!
�e Advisory Board welcomes three 
new members: 

Sarah Baldwin
Debbie Denton
Julie Mahowald



A note from the 
Advisory Board
�e Advisory Board will be 
sending two mailings each year to 
friends of the Rosalie Rendu 
Center. We appreciate your 
financial support very much, and 
we are sensitive to "asking too 
often."  �is newsletter includes 
our semi-annual appeal; however, 
we welcome your gifts at whatever 
time suits you best.

�e volunteers at the Rosalie 
Rendu Center extend sincere 
condolences to Cathie Perga, 
long-time volunteer 
extraordinaire, 
and her three daughters 
on the unexpected and 
untimely loss of 
her husband, Andy.  

“Woman of the Year” 
Award for Sister T
Assemblyman Ira Ruskin selected Sister T as his honoree for the ”Women of the 
Year” from his district for 2006.  �is award allows legislators an opportunity to 
honor a woman in their district who has made a great sacrifice for the betterment 
of others.

Sister Fran Ciluaga, Melanie Yunk, and Carrie DuBois accompanied Sister T to the 
Capitol on Monday, March 20, to watch as she received this very special award. �e 
keynote speaker was California's first lady Maria Shriver, who recognized Sister T in 
her remarks.  Maria Shriver highlighted five of the 120 Women of the Year honorees, 
mentioning Sister T first.

�e day began with a Mexican breakfast feast in the Lieutenant Governor's office 
and photos with Cruz Bustamante.  After breakfast, Sister T was whisked off to the 
floor of the Assembly. Sister Fran had a gallery pass and watched the presentation 
from there. Melanie and 
Carrie went back to Ira 
Ruskin's office to watch 
the event on television. 
Ira's staff took excellent 
care of his guests from 
the Rosalie Rendu Center 
all day! �e day ended 
with a reception at the 
California Museum for 
History, Women and the 
Arts where the Woman 
of the Year exhibit will 
remain until April 23rd. 

The Rosalie Rendu Center Needs Your Help!
You can support our efforts to improve the language and life skills of the students of the Rosalie Rendu Center in many ways:

Volunteering to Teach Adults
�e Rosalie Rendu Center will continue to meet the needs of adult students by teaching them skills they need to find better 
employment. Volunteers will teach English (no Spanish required) or basic computer skills. �ree classes are taught each 
morning and afternoon, Monday through �ursday.

Play with Our Children
Come and have fun with our children in “Tot Spot,” where the children learn and play while their parents are learning 
English.  �is opportunity is available Monday through �ursday from 12:30 to 2:00 pm. �e Center also needs enthusiastic 
volunteers to help school-aged children in the after-school homework program.

Wish List Items
�e Rosalie Rendu Center welcomes your donation of the following: school supplies for our after-school homework 
program: new backpacks with school supplies for our Back to School Ice Cream social in August, and new or next-to-new 
laptops with software compatible with our wireless system.  Please call the Center before you donate to find out specific 
criteria for these items.

Administrative Help
Sister T needs help with administration of the Center to free up her time to teach our families!  A part-time administrative 
assistant is needed to coordinate the school calendars, complete paperwork and recruit and train volunteers.  A job 
description is being developed, but please call the Center if this position sounds appealing to you!
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