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A Message 
From Sister T
Dear Amigos,

I am sitting here listening to the 
sounds of spring, birds singing and 
children playing outside in the 
sunshine.  Already our four year 
olds are talking about 
Kindergarten; at least their 
parents are talking.  Yes, spring has 
many signs of new beginnings.

Sister T reads to Tot Spot preschoolers Johnathan (left) 
and Diego (right).

Farewell to the 
Junior League 

Sister Mary Elizabeth 
Shares Her Light

�ank You for Your 
Support/RRC Needs

Mission Moment

Save the Dates!

�e three boys in the 10:30 Tot Spot session will be leaving us in August.  How 
proud they are to come into the classroom and begin writing their names on our 
white board.  �ey have worked hard here and at their pre-schools to move into the 
next developmental chapter.  �eir mothers will continue coming to class.  It takes a 
long time for these ladies to become comfortable communicating in English.

We continue looking for new opportunities for all our students to practice speaking 
in their new language.  (Ideas are always welcomed.)  Visitors provide an instant 
occasion for sharing newly learned skills.  Despite the nervousness and dry mouth the 
students do look forward to practicing.

Our Patio looks beautiful with the trees in bloom and many flowers.  Blanca, our 
on-site manager, and Jorge, our gardener, do a wonderful job of keeping the Carriage 
Manor Complex looking very good.  Before long our parking structure will be 
finished and all will rejoice.

We celebrate Cinco de Mayo on Sunday the 6th this year and look forward to many 
of you coming to celebrate with us.  All are WELCOMED!  Come see how your 
support has helped our families and help us say, “Hasta la Vista,” to our loyal and dear 
friends in the Junior League.

May this spring time be a blessed time for each of you and your families,

Devotedly Yours, 

Sister Trinitas Hernandez, D.C.
Executive Director
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Farewell to the Junior League of 
Palo Alto•Mid Peninsula
�e Junior League of Palo Alto·Mid 
Peninsula ( JLPA·MP)enjoyed what was 
possibly the greatest partnership in the history 
of the League in their support of the Rosalie 
Rendu Center, providing money and 
volunteers for the past 9 years. Now it is time 
to turn it back to the community for support. 
Here’s the story as told by Carrie Du Bois.

It was almost 10 years ago when I met 
Sister Trinitas Hernandez. I was a Junior 
League member in search of a new project 
in East Palo Alto. A friend of mine, who 
taught at St. Elizabeth Seton School, gave 
me Sister T’s phone number. During our 
phone call, Sister T voiced phrases such 
as “mentoring women,” “teaching life skills” 
and “breaking the cycle of poverty.”  Sister 
T taught these classes along with ESL at 
the Rosalie Rendu Center.

On my first visit to the Carriage Manor 
Apartments in East Palo Alto, I saw a 
run-down apartment building with 
appalling living conditions.  �e center 
courtyard was flooded, and children 
were everywhere.  As I looked at the 
muddy water, I asked Sister T what she 
needed. I told her the Junior League 
could potentially provide her most 
anything.  Her first request was for a 

vacuum cleaner, which of course was 
provided quickly.  

�e Rosalie Rendu Center became one 
of the most successful projects in the 
history of the JLPA·MP. Together, we 
developed a kindergarten-readiness 
program, evening English classes, 
mentoring days, events and more.  When 
a new landlord purchased the building 
and the tenants were faced with eviction, 
a group of Junior Leaguers took it upon 
themselves to mobilize and raise over a 
million dollars to add to the Daughters 
of Charity Foundation’s $4.5 million to 
save and renovate the building.  During 
this fund-raising campaign, the League 
granted the largest amount of money in 
its history to a community project.  
�ere were days when several TV news 
crews visited the apartment complex.  
Everyone wanted to talk to the famous 
Sister T.  �e center was featured in the 
Mercury News, San Francisco Chronicle 
and Wall Street Journal (front page 
story).  One evening Carriage Manor 
was one of the top stories on the 10:00 
news on KTVU Channel 2.  

Some of the successes of the League 
partnership with the Rosalie Rendu 
Center are:

•  �e JLPA·MP approved the project, 
committing money and volunteers for 
9 years.

•  We got to know the families who 
lived at Carriage Manor, and we 
learned so much from each other.

•  Working with all the children brought 
so much gratification.

•  A League Done in a Day project 
transformed the Tot Spot apartment 
into a wonderful playroom, including 
handmade bumblebee curtains made 
and hung by a League volunteer.

•  �e creation of a mini-park for the 
children in a neighbor’s yard.

•  �e baby shower the women of the 
Rosalie Rendu Center gave in my honor.

•  22 children graduated from Tot Spot 
and enrolled in St. Elizabeth 
Seton School.

•  Watching 8 families save enough 
money to move out of the building and 
purchase their own homes.

Now we say goodbye to the Junior 
League. �e Rosalie Rendu Center will 
no longer be an official League project, 
however Sister T will continue to be 
surrounded by League members. �ey 
serve on the advisory board, teach classes 
and continue to raise money for the 
Center. �e Center is grateful for the 
League, their contributions and support.

BELOW: (Left) Rosalie Rendu Center 
children having fun in playground in 
neighbor’s yard. (Center) Carrie Du Bois 
with her homemade cake at the baby 
shower the women of the Rosalie Rendu 
Center gave in her honor. (Right) Caitie 
Field and other Junior League members 
freshen up the Tot Spot during a JLPA·MP 
Done in A Day Project.



Sister Mary Elizabeth
Shares Her Light on 
Wednesdays
�e Rosalie Rendu Center is a warm and loving place 
where many dedicated volunteers help many wonderful 
people. One of these dedicated angels is Sister Mary 
Elizabeth Reed, a Daughter of Charity for over 56 
years, who comes to teach English each Wednesday.

Sister Mary E, as we fondly call her, has been a 
teacher, Social Worker, and Administrator and is now 
semi-retired. However, instead of resting she has 
decided to come and help out at the Center. How did 
she know the students would fall in love with her? 
In fact Wednesday is the day with the highest 
attendance. �e students appreciate Sister driving 
from Los Altos to work with them.  She is an 
excellent teacher and, according to Gabriel, is a better 
teacher than Sister T!  

Sister Mary E stretches the students this one day a 
week. Esmeralda is learning secretarial skills from 
Sister, as she readies materials for her classes, 
punching holes and collating new practical materials.  

Sister told everyone she loves coming to work with 
Gabriel and the women in the 10:30 class. She 
admires the energy with which they balance their 
busy schedules: attending class in the morning, taking 
their children to pre-school after class, and working 
nights. She has also noticed how helpful they are to 
their neighbors, and how much positive energy 
radiates in and around the Rosalie Rendu Center. 
Sister likes coming early to visit with the children 
before they head off to the Tot Spot. Sister said 
coming to the Rosalie Rendu Center is the “highlight 
of her week.” She brings a great light to us also, and 
we are most grateful!

BELOW: Sister Mary Elizabeth Reed teaching English 
to her loyal students Fedelia (left) and Esmeralda (right).

The Rosalie Rendu Center Thanks You 
and Needs Your Continued Support!
�anks to our donors’ very generous contributions, we have raised 
the following funds:

•  $11,000 towards operating expenses.

•  $12,000 for a Program Assistant’s salary. 
(We’ve reached our goal of $30,000 for the first year’s salary!)

•  $1,000 for a new Parenting Program to begin in the Fall.

•  $1,500 for a new Budgeting Class to teach our parents how to 
setup household budgets, also to begin in the Fall.

Your continued support will help us continue to serve the East 
Palo Alto community. Here are our current needs. We hope you 
can contribute!
1. $14,000 – Operating Expenses. 

For nine years, the Junior League of Palo Alto•Mid Peninsula has 
provided us with a $25,000 grant that covers most of the Center’s 
operating expenses. �e League is moving on to another project 
next year and we need to continue to raise $25,000 per year to 
cover our expenses!

2. $15,000 – Tot Spot Babysitters. 
�e Rosalie Rendu Center provides child care for the children of 
ESL students during our daytime classes.

3. $1,000 – Backpacks. 
Each year, the Rosalie Rendu Center provides backpacks containing 
school supplies for approximately 70 children who live at the 
Carriage Manor Apartments and the children of our ESL students.

4. $5,000 – Shoes. 
Help us buy a new pair of shoes for the children for Back to School!

5. $2,000 – New Toys For Tot Spot.  
We would like to replace some well used toys and books, and add 
some new equipment.

Volunteer to Teach Adults
Volunteers will teach English (no Spanish required) or basic 
computer skills. �ree classes are taught each morning and 
afternoon, Monday through �ursday. Evening English 
classes are coming soon too!

Play with Our Children
Come and have fun with our children in “Tot Spot” (where children 
learn and play while their parents are learning English) or in the 
after school homework program.

If you would like to volunteer, 
please contact Melanie Yunk 
at (650) 593-9305.



�e Mission of the Rosalie Rendu Center is to break the cycle of poverty by 
educating, mentoring and raising the self-esteem of the entire family.  Our 
periodic pieceMission Momentprovides examples of how our mission is 
lived out on a daily basis.

MISSION MOMENT

Hilda also was working as a 
fry cook at Wendy’s in 
Redwood City.  As Hilda 
developed her English skills, 
she was moved to the cash 
register, and given a small 
raise.  Today she is an 

1996, and have been leaders and 
participants at all our activities and 
celebrations.   However, after many 
years of living in close quarters, the 
Marquez family is ready to move on.  
�ey have applied for a HUD home.  
If accepted, they will begin living a 
“dream come true.” Living in low income 
apartments makes it possible for families 
to save money in order to buy a home, 
the desire of all our families. Hilda and 
her family have been an important part 
of the Rosalie Rendu Center and the 
Carriage Manor Apartments but we 
rejoice with them as they enter the next 
phase in their lives. 

The Importance of Education to the 
Rosalie Rendu Center’s First Student!

Hilda Marquez-Madrigal surrounded by her three 
younger boys (left to right) Danny, Miguel and Misael.

Assistant Manager.  As Hilda’s hours 
changed at Wendy’s, she continued her 
commitment to learning English, 
attending the evening English class 
taught by the Junior League volunteers.  

Education is very important to Hilda 
and her husband Cleto, also a former 
English student, currently working in 
the Stanford University Food Services 
Department.  Nancy has graduated 
from St. Lawrence Academy where 
Marco is currently a junior. Daniel, 
Misael and Miguel are attending  
St. Elizabeth Seton School.  

Hilda and Cleto have lived at the 
Carriage Manor Apartments since 

Hilda Marquez-Madrigal, the very first 
student at the Rosalie Rendu Center, 
started learning English on Feb. 9, 1999.  
She was shy, nervous and a little scared.  
At the time, she was a mother of 4 
children.  Her two youngest boys, Daniel 
and Misael, ages 3 and 2 years, attended 
the Tot Spot while she attended English 
class.  Nancy and Marco were in 
elementary school already.  Miguel was 
born later, and is now in Kindergarten.

It didn’t take long for Hilda to become 
more confident.  She began organizing the 
other students to help clean the 
classroom, bring snacks and care for each 
other’s children.  Hilda wanted to give her 
children the best education possible. Her 
older children applied to St. Elizabeth 
Seton School. Her younger children 
attended Head Start preschool in the 
morning and the Tot Spot in the 
afternoon. Daniel was the first of many 
four year olds to attend both preschool 
and the Tot Spot.  

SAVE THE DATES!
All are welcome to the following special events.  
Bring your family and enjoy spending time with the families and Sister Trinitas.

Cinco de Mayo Fiesta
SUNDAY, MAY 6 FROM 2-4 PM
Pot Luck Supper! Music! Dancing! Games for the Children! At 3 PM, there will be a special ceremony to 
say farewell and thank you to the Junior League of Palo Alto•Mid Peninsula. 

Back to School Ice Cream Social
SUNDAY, AUGUST 19 FROM 2-4 PM 
School Supplies will be presented to all of the children of the Rosalie Rendu Center.

Sister Trintas’s Golden Jubilee!
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 FROM 2-4 PM 
Come help to honor Sister Trinitas as she celebrates 50 years as a Daughter of Charity! A mass at St. Francis of 
Assisi Church in East Palo Alto will be held at 2 PM, followed by a barbecue at the Carriage Manor Apartments.
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