
Fall 2018

Dear Friends,
When we think of new beginnings, Spring usually comes to 
mind, with new growth, new adventures and new discoveries. 
However, here at the Rosalie Rendu Center, Fall has brought new 
beginnings. 

We added two new teachers to our staff and registered more 
students than ever as we began our classes in September.

Thanks to the generous grant from the Chan Zuckerberg 
Initiative, we hired an often-requested evening ESL teacher.  
In September, Laura Billings began teaching two classes: a 
beginner and intermediate, which began in March as a combined 
class. Our two weeks of registration filled up these spaces rather 
quickly as did all our classes. 

Sister Patricia Goeghegan comes to us with many years of experience and, although she does 
speak Spanish, you will not hear her utter a word of Spanish to her students — à la Berlitz. I do 
hear a lot of laughter though. 

Both new teachers have added joy and energy to our program. Attendance is consistently good 
which tells me that our students are motivated to learn. We now have six ESL classes: four in 
the morning and two in the evening.

We say, “Practice, practice, practice,” and they reply, “With whom?” To address the most 
difficult aspect of learning a foreign language — speaking — we are looking for volunteers who 
will meet one-on-one with a student as a Language Partner. 

All Saints Episcopal Church, in Palo Alto, sent five Language Partners and they have shared 
with us that they’re enjoying the interaction immensely. I know from speaking with the 
students that they, too, are enjoying their time speaking English — despite their nervousness. 

Jane, a long-time volunteer, recruited several members from her book club, further extending 
our team. None of the volunteers speak Spanish. That makes it challenging but good because 
we want the students to become comfortable speaking English. 

I truly feel blessed that after 20 years of being here in East Palo Alto, we are still going strong 
despite all the housing and job worries our families shoulder. They come to class four days a 
week with a big smile on their face, return home to cook and clean, and then, often, they get 
ready to go to work in the afternoons or evenings. They are to be truly admired.

If you would like to be a part of our team, please give me a call.

God bless you and your loved ones as you prepare for the holidays.

Many thanks for all your care and support.

Sincerely yours,

Sister Trinitas Hernandez, D.C., Executive Director 
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Sister	T

new summer 
Camp Initiative
Mix a hefty dose of excitement, adventure, and 
discovery with a dash of nervous anticipation 
and what do you get? Summer Camp!  Thanks 
to grants from the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative 
and the Facebook Community Fund, and the 
assistance of Stanford students enrolled in a 
Cardinal Service course, we will expand the 
opportunity for experiential learning to the 
children of the Carriage Manor Apartments and 
of our ESL students.  

We	are	striving	towards	fostering	a	
“college-going	culture”	among	our	
underserved	families.		A	direct	result	of	
our	family	enrichment	programs	is	that	
many	families	have	expressed	interest	in	
sending	their	children	to	summer	camps—
particularly	STEM	related	camps.		

However, they have encountered many barriers, 
including finding suitable camps, completing 
online registration and financial aid application 
forms within deadlines, and arranging 
transportation.

In line with the Center’s mission to break the cycle 
of poverty by educating, mentoring and raising the 
self-esteem of the entire family, the Summer Camp 
Initiative achieves a two-pronged goal:  first, to 
provide underserved children with the opportunity 
to experience hands-on, real world applications of 
knowledge in a fun and stimulating camp setting; 
second, to guide and teach parents the process of 
achieving future educational goals by appreciating 
the importance of extracurricular activities, 
talking to their children about their interests 
and formulating future plans, researching and 
weighing available options, and pursuing resources 
to finance them.

The grants will help offset expenses not covered 
by a camp’s scholarship funds such as fees, 
equipment, and transportation costs.  The 
Stanford students are assisting us in organizing 
an informational meeting for parents, researching 
camp options, interviewing parents and children to 
identify camps that match the children’s interests, 
and completing 
online applications. 
We anticipate that 
Summer 2019 will be 
a season of  
growth for the 
children and their 
parents.

sign up for Amazonsmile 
And	designate	the	Rosalie	Rendu	Center	as	the	
charity	of	your	choice.		
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, 
and shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on 
AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price 
of eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice.

• To get started you just sign into smile.amazon.com 

• Go to your Account from the navigation at the top of any page, and then select 
the option to Change your Charity. 

• Select the Rosalie Rendu Center to support and start shopping!

This	year,	give	gifts	that	keep	Amazon	giving!	

help the Rosalie Rendu Center  
Reach Our Vision 
Every	Client	is	educated,	financially	independent,	
integrated	into	the	community	and	computer	literate.

Wish List and Volunteer Opportunities:
• Money for camp fees, related equipment costs and transportation 

for the Summer Camp Initiative
• Monetary support for the Center’s programs  

and operations
• Gift Cards for Christmas for families from the Center  

(Cardenas, Target or similar)
• Volunteers to work one-on-one with our ESL students as Language 

Partners
• Volunteers to work one-on-one with our four college-bound 

students as tutors
• Come share a skill with our students on a one-time basis. Teach 

something you love.

Rosalie	Rendu	Inc./DBA	the	Rosalie	Rendu	Center	is	a	501(c)(3)	nonprofit	
corporation.	The	taxpayer	identification	number	is	95-4709944.



RRC Alumna Inspires  
esL students  
to head to College

“Believe	in	yourself.	You	are	smarter	than	you	think.	
You	are	stronger	than	you	think,”	said	Nancy	Alvarez,	
board	member	and	former	ESL	student,	inspiring	an	
attentive	class	at	the	Center	this	summer.	

Nancy’s story and presentation in July blazed a trail for students to enter the 
college track as she had — if reluctantly — years ago. Sister T had once instilled her 
vision and belief in Nancy, urging her to attend college. “Even when I didn’t believe 
in myself, Sister T did.”

Nancy is now fully engaged in sharing the same life-changing message with others. 
Recently earning a degree from San Jose State university — a dream she had never 
fathomed for herself before coming to the Center — Nancy now imparts to the 
students that same vision and belief.

The students have the strength, skills and capacity — fortaleza,	habilidades	y	
capacidad — to pursue a college education, Nancy told them. 

In her talk, Nancy included the daunting obstacles as well as the thrill of being 
college-educated.

“It all started right here — where you are sitting right now,” Nancy told the 
students. 

“Obstacles will always be part of the journey. Never give up. Keep fighting.”

Nancy initially signed up at Cañada College to study childhood education. “I didn’t 
have any idea how to start; what classes to take. I was overwhelmed.”

“At Cañada, at first I didn’t feel comfortable; it was a different culture, and very 
hard, but I didn’t give up.” 

When Nancy first arrived, she could not grasp college-level English. She would 
dissolve into tears in her struggle to understand the lectures and the course work. 
She doubted she would make it.

“I had to write essays but I didn’t know how to write essays. Teachers wondered 
how I even got in the class. But they saw how hard I worked and I passed!”

Nancy persevered, earning an associates degree. She then transferred to university 
where she could earn a degree in Social Work. It was even more challenging. She 
often studied in the library until midnight and then rose early to go to classes. 

Nancy was successful in both her classes and her internships. She landed on the 
Dean’s List for her consistently high grade point average and felt well prepared to 
pursue a career in Social Work. 

“If I can do it, living in Silicon valley, the most expensive place in the world, 
working and raising two daughters on my own, anyone can do it,” said Nancy.  
“It’s not easy. It involves a lot of sacrifices, but I believe anyone can do it.”

In her talk, Nancy quoted Eleanor Roosevelt in an adage she learned first-hand. 

“A	woman	is	like	a	tea	bag.	You	never	know	
how	strong	she	is	until	she	gets	in	hot	water.”

As a result of Nancy’s July presentation, and sharing 
her compelling story, the students showed a keen 
interest in attending college.

“Nancy set up a visit of Cañada College for the 
students,” said board member and teacher Maria 
Lozano. “It was great. We’ve had a presentation 
before but actually being there, sitting in a 
classroom and walking around the campus, made it 
more real and possible for the students.”

The tour included information on the types of 
courses that Cañada College offers as well as all the 
support services available, including financial aid, 
counselors, tutors, laptop loans, a food pantry, and a 
shuttle from EPA.  

Of the five students who toured the campus, four of 
them have registered for Cañada College this Fall. 

The Center is hoping for individual tutors for the new 
college students, to work with them one-on-one. 

“I told the students, ‘I know you are good wives and 
mothers, and you run the household. But someday 
your children are going to grow up, so you have to 
think about your own future. 

“‘What do you want to do? Going to college is for 
you. But it’s for your children, too. Inspire them!’”

exploring our Ocean 
at the seymour Marine 
Discovery Center
Thanks	to	the	Palo	Alto	Community	Fund,	we	ended	
our	summer	session	with	a	bang!		We	travelled	together	
“over	the	hill”	on	two	buses	to	Santa	Cruz	for	a	great	
visit	to	the	Seymour	Marine	Discovery	Center.		

The Seymour Center is located on a scenic bluff overlooking the 
Pacific Ocean and is a community-supported marine science 
education center of uC Santa Cruz.  It was a wonderful day full 
of discovery about our oceans and learning what it is like to be 
a scientist.  The Center is filled with interactive exhibits, touch 
pools and engaging high school and college age volunteers. on 
our docent-led tour of the marine labs, we saw dolphins and sea 
lions which scientists have been studying in their research.  We 
were in awe of the enormous “Ms. Blue,” an 87-foot blue whale 
skeleton displayed outside the Center.  Following the  museum, we 
boarded the buses again for the short ride to Natural Bridges State 
Beach, where we enjoyed an afternoon of ocean and sand play.

We are grateful to the Palo Alto Community Fund and all those 
who fund our family field trips. The families find community and 
joy in participating in these activities together while discovering 
something new and learning through doing. 

Celebrating a Prolific Autumn
The	Center’s	English	classes	are	bursting	with	new	
students	this	autumn!	The	Rosalie	Rendu	Center	has	
enrolled	75	adult	students	both	new	and	returning,	for	the	
autumn	session.	

Maria Lozano has fifteen in one class and ten in her Level 3 class, 
which David Riggs and Jane Stern help to teach. our new teacher, 
Sister Pat, has twelve beginners. Twenty-seven students are enrolled 
in evening English. Evening instruction has been expanded to four 
nights to accommodate two classes with different skill levels. Each 
class (beginner and intermediate) meets two nights per week in classes 
taught by one of our new teachers, Laura Billings. 

Sister T told a wonderful story about one of her students who told 
her he didn’t know his alphabet well because he never attended 
school in Mexico. (English language learners at the Center often 
have spotty educational backgrounds.) During an exercise where 
the students were practicing spelling their last names, he patiently 
helped another student sound out the letters in her name. His 
knowledge was better than he gave himself credit for!

Students can find additional English practice through the Center’s 
individual tutoring (one-on-one English conversation with 
volunteers---the Center is looking for more of these volunteers!) 
Most of the students use smart phones, and they can refer to the 
DuoLingo app on their phones for quick vocabulary help. They help 
one another with their lessons; they are patient and kind and a joy 
to work with.


