
Dear Loyal Friends & Supporters,
Here I am writing from the safety of my home, 
praying for each of you and your families. All 
is well here. We are learning to meet on Zoom, 
spending more quiet time, attending church 
services via the TV and doing lots of thinking. God 
has given me the opportunity to take a step back 
to appraise what the months ahead will look like.

Those of you who are familiar with the Rosalie 
Rendu Center know that for over 20 years we have 
been located at the Carriage Manor Apartments, 
utilizing two apartments as classrooms and one as 
our supervised playroom.

Before the present COVID-19 reared its dangerous 
head, we were looking at the housing crisis in 
East Palo Alto: rents were being raised and people 
were being given eviction notices. We decided to 
do what little we could to alleviate this situation. 
Moving out of the apartments will allow three 
families to eventually move in and have an 
affordable place to live. 

God in His goodness has led us to a three-
bedroom house with a beautiful garden, only 
a few blocks from our present location, which will 
be the new home of the Rosalie Rendu Center. We feel this will be a great opportunity to grow 
our program. I will be writing again with details as we get closer to our summer moving date.

While we are dealing with one crisis after another, St. Vincent 
de Paul’s words ring true.  “Love is inventive to infi nity.” 
Thank God for Maria and Jason, our creative and dedicated 
teachers. The prospect of our students sheltering in place 
with no one to practice speaking English was disheartening. 

But they said, “Why not try remote teaching?” Not being so tech savvy myself, I was doubtful 
but trusting. Much to my surprise, the students are attending, learning and enjoying this new 
form of teaching. Applause to Jason and Maria!

These are uncertain times yet times to stop and count our blessings, hug our children, phone 
a lonely relative, friend or neighbor. Take time to smell the roses and reach out and say thank 
you to those we don’t even know who are giving service to those whom they do not even know. 
This too will pass, and soon virtual hugs will again be replaced by warm and loving hugs. 
Know that as I pray for you and the safety of your families and loved ones, I am sending you 
a hug in the Spirit! 

Blessings,

|
Sister Trinitas Hernandez, D.C., Executive Director 
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Advisory Board members Jeanna Essick 
and Sister T in the garden of our Center’s 
new home. 

“Love is inventive 
to infi nity.”  

— ST. VINCENT DE PAUL



RRC Students Take Stanford Volunteers 
on a Tour of East Palo Alto
In February, three of our students 
led a “My East Palo Alto” tour for 
several of the Stanford students 
who volunteered at the RRC as 
part of their service learning 
course, The Health and Wellbeing 
of Immigrant Children and Youth, 
offered in partnership with the 
Haas Center for Public Service.  

During winter quarter, five 
Stanford students served as 
Language Partners or class 

assistants to our adult ESL 
learners and four helped in our 
children’s Art Club.  

The objective of the tour was to 
have the Stanford students gain 
a firsthand perspective on the 
challenges and opportunities that 
are a part of living and raising a 
family in East Palo Alto. After the 
tour, they all sat down to a hot 
bowl of delicious pozole, lovingly 
prepared by our own Blanca.

Rosalie Rendu 
Center Finds  
a New Home 
After months of searching for a new home for the 
RRC with adequate space for its classes and activities 
and in a convenient location for students, Providence 
presented us with the opportunity to purchase this 
house on Pulgas Avenue.  

We look forward to welcoming our friends in the not-
too-distant future to tour our new learning hub and 
sit in the pleasant shade of the avocado trees.

Teachers and Students Carry on  
with Classes and Connections Via Zoom
Our students are drawn to the 
Rosalie Rendu Center by their desire 
to learn English; they stay, even 
though learning English is hard, 
because of the strong, encouraging 
community they build with each 
other and with our teachers and 
volunteers. As Bay Area counties 
began to shut down in mid-March, 
our classes took time to download 
Zoom, the video-conferencing app, 
onto their phones. By the time the 
order to stay home came, almost 
everyone had mastered joining 
video-conferences in place of 
physical classes. Desire to maintain 
their community of friends 
and their progress with English 
motivated our students to make the 
extra effort it took to master new 
technology and to juggle schedules 
and lives knocked askew so they 
could continue to “attend class.”  
The first week of distance learning 
was a bit uneven as everyone 
adjusted to the new technology.  

Children and, often, husbands 
were also home, using bandwidth 
or phone data limits. By the 
second week, classes were running 
smoothly, and attendance was good. 
ESL classes via Zoom have become a 
wonderful way to continue to learn 
English and to stay connected!

In addition to English language 
instruction, the Center offers our 
families other support, including 
information about how to solve 
new problems related to staying 
at home and emergency funding 
for expenses like rent or utilities if 
wage-earners have been sent home 
or had their hours reduced.  Most 
of the families report that they are 
okay for now (as of early April), but 
they may face growing challenges 
as they stay home for a longer 
time. The Center is very grateful 
for generous and far-sighted 
emergency funding provided by 
Philanthropic Ventures.



Readers Theatre and Carol Singing 
Brighten the Holiday for Seniors
The past holiday season provided 
several opportunities for our 
students to volunteer, sharing 
their spirit of community and joy.  
In November, the RRC teamed up 
with Menlo Church for a Serve 
Your City project in collaboration 
with Project We Hope.  Volunteers 
visited with and served a freshly 
cooked meal to families living 
in RVs at Vehicle Safe Parking 
in East Palo Alto.  Also, our 
students were busy rehearsing for 
a readers’ theater presentation 
that dramatized the treasured 

Mexican Christmas tradition of 
Las Posadas.  They performed 
Las Posadas: el Burro and the 
Miracle adapted from a script by 
Carol Montgomery for seniors at 
Laboure, Villa Siena, and the Rose 
Kleiner Center.  Everyone joined 
voices to sing carols and clapped 
to the rhythm.  Our students 
were touched by the sincerity 
and warmth behind the smiles, 
handshakes, and hugs that they 
received.  How we now treasure 
those symbols of friendship and 
solidarity.  

Welcome, Jane Stern 
and Dick Hutsell, to the 
Advisory Board!
We are pleased to announce that two of our most 
faithful and longtime volunteers have agreed to join 
our Advisory Board. Jane Stern, a retired high school 
guidance counselor, met Sister Trinitas through 
mutual friends. Through “the luck of the universe,” 
Jane gravitated to Sister. 

The population we serve has always tugged at 
Jane’s heart. She finds our students “so genuine and 
working so hard towards meeting their goals.”

“They just need a soft place to land,” Jane believes. 
“Rosalie Rendu Center provides that spot.” Jane has 
been volunteering at the Center for about ten years. 
She has done a lot of one-on-one tutoring and is 
currently working with Jason to teach reading to 
the advanced class one day per week. She also co-
teaches the citizenship class.  

When asked why she accepted the Advisory Board 
position, Jane replied that she loves the program and 
the concept behind it. She loves when people see 
a need and then do something about it. Jane wants 
to be part of the creativity and passion needed to 
address the needs of our students.

Dick Hutsell had a long, 30-plus year career working 
with the Daughters of Charity, including working 
as the Chief Information Officer for the Daughters’ 
National Health System. Dick has the utmost respect 
for the Daughters’ mission and believes that their 
dedication to service for the low-income community 
is unequaled.  

Dick retired four years ago and returned to his 
consulting roots; but when Sister Trinitas asked Dick 
to develop a computer literacy class for our students, 
he was happy to accept the job. He developed a 
syllabus and found many tools 
to help our students learn basic 
computer skills. He currently 
teaches one day per week at the 
Center and is excited to add his 
unique expertise and skills to 
the Advisory Board.

Nancy Alvarez 
You Did Us Proud! 
Everyone at 
The Rosalie 
Rendu Center, 
especially 
the Advisory 

Board, is grateful to Nancy Alvarez 
for inspiring us and encouraging 
us in our work ever since she began 
as an ESL student at the Center 
during its early days. 

Nancy excelled in her ESL studies, 
went on to graduate from Cañada 
College, and then graduated 

from San Jose State with a degree 
in Social Work. She raised two 
daughters, both of whom are 
attending college, and served 
on several community boards, 
including the Center’s Advisory 
Board. She spoke to our current ESL 
students about attending college 
and inspired several to enroll 
at Cañada. We wish Nancy the 
brightest of futures as she moves 
to Arizona where she will continue 
her studies in Social Work. 



Thank You! 
Thank you to our friends who supported us from April, 2019 through May 1, 2020.  
Our apologies if we have missed anyone. Please let us know if we missed your name inadvertently.
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Giving from April 2019 to March 2020

█  Total Individual Donations
█  Total Foundation Support
█  Total Grants

21%

41%

38%

 To receive our monthly E-News, “Rosalie's Garden,” send your email address to email@rosalie-rendu-center.org


