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Happy Fall! These past months have brought many changes —
starting with sheltering-in-place because of the terrible pandemic.
But every cloud has a silver lining. Our students have become Zoom
literate since the lockdown. And because of a generous donation from
StreetCode Academy, a community service non-profit, they will be
getting computers and no longer have to attend classes on their phones!
The other major change has been our new location. After 22 years of
teaching at the Carriage Manor Apartments, we have moved a few
blocks away into a house at 2345 Pulgas Ave. We’re excited to share
it with you. Our first open house will be virtual but, hopefully, it will
soon be in person with tamales, fresh fruit drinks y todo!
During the move, my mind was like a video of the past 22 years
— families, friends and beautiful children. Just this week, I heard
from Marco, a boy who was living in the apartments when I moved
in. He called to tell me that his dreams are coming true! Marco’s
long journey started with finishing his elementary education at St.
Elizabeth Seton School. He became an Explorer Scout for the EPA
Police Department, went to De Anza College before working as a
Police Dispatcher, received his DACA papers, bought his own home,
got married and had a baby. Now, he’s fulfilling his dream to become
a police officer!

Sister T’s Reading Corner

Marco is not the only success story. Illustrating to me that God has been in charge since the very
beginning of the Rosalie Rendu adventure, many children of our ESL students have excelled; too many to
list. Sonia graduated from UC Berkeley; Ivan from UC Santa Cruz; Mario from UC Merced; and several
from UC Riverside and UC Davis.
Another success story is Nancy, one of our adult students who graduated from San Jose State. She is now in
Arizona getting her Master’s in Social Work. She and her daughter will graduate next year, mother Nancy
from Arizona State and daughter Nancy from Stanford. And Martha, one of our very first ESL students in
1998, is now serving a crucial role in the community as a Parent Involvement Worker.
All of this could not have been possible without the love and support of our wonderful Advisory Board;
my loving community, encouraging me along the way; and each and every one of you kind friends and
supporters. You are a vital part of building and serving our immigrant community in East Palo Alto.
The garden has been planted, watered and is now bearing fruit. Our new volunteers are our Language Partners.
Through the Haas Center for Public Service at Stanford, we received seven very enthusiastic volunteers.
And Jane invited her book club to join the group! How’s that for serving your neighbor? They joyfully have. The
most beautiful aspect of Language Partners is that they receive as much as their student partners.
I’m not sure what the next 20 years will bring, and I probably won’t be around to share the joy. But let us
rejoice and be glad during the time we have together. God bless each of you and your families, stay well,
and please vote!

Very sincerely yours,

Sister Trinitas Hernandez, D.C., Executive Director
MINISTRY SERVICES OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

Generation After
Generation
Prolific Gardens Grow Where Seeds Are Planted
AS SISTER T WROTE IN HER LETTER, our two Nancy’s, mother and
daughter, inspire us in our efforts.
Young Nancy, raised in an apartment at the Carriage Manor Apartment
complex, attended the “Tot Spot” with her younger sister while her mother
Nancy rapidly acquired English at the Rosalie Rendu Center. Now a senior
at Stanford University studying psychology, daughter Nancy is an exemplary
student who is grateful to her mom for modeling the value of education.
Along with her course work and working in the psychology lab at Stanford,
Nancy is a volunteer intern and publications coordinator at FESAC, a
community development foundation supporting the rights of migrants
in the border town of Nogales in Sonora, Mexico. She won a Gilman
Scholarship to study Arabic in Jordan and is hoping to spend an academic
quarter there before she graduates in August of 2021.
As a young role model, Nancy was the perfect person to join the Center’s
pilot tutoring program that matches college and high school children with
the younger children of our adult students. When the pandemic forced
schools to switch to remote learning in March, it was immediately apparent
that many of our families struggled with the drastic change. They needed
help keeping their young children on track and engaged, while accessing
and using remote learning technology.
A grant from the Junior League of Palo Alto Mid-Peninsula is funding
the tutoring program, and six college and high school students are now
matched to younger children to help them maintain their academic
standing while schools remain closed.
Nancy is remotely tutoring and mentoring Angel, a 7th grader. Angel and
Nancy began “meeting” two times per week over the summer. They focused
on retaining Angel’s reading and math skills. Angel did not have access to a
computer, so he used his mom’s phone to connect with Nancy. Nancy made
it work, handwriting lessons that he could see via Facetime and Zoom.

Angel now has a school-provided laptop and a good internet connection,
and Nancy reports that he is engaging well and that their relationship has
become even better over time. She does help him with his homework,
but her main focus has been to mentor him, guiding him to ask for help
as well as to take control over his own education. She plans to continue
tutoring Angel at least until he can return to in-person school and
probably beyond.
We are proud of Nancy for passing on the lessons she learned from her
mom who learned so much from the teachers and volunteers at the Rosalie
Rendu Center. Mother and daughter will both be graduating in 2021:
Nancy, our former student and current Advisory Board member, with
a Master’s in Social Work from Arizona State, and her daughter, Nancy,
with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Stanford.

Martha Edwards

Founding Friend, New Advisory Board Member
MARTHA EDWARDS HAS SUPPORTED the
Rosalie Rendu Center since its inception, both
as a donor and as a member of the Junior League
of Palo Alto•Mid Peninsula Board of Directors
(1999-2000) that voted to approve funds to help the
Daughters of Charity purchase the initial location
of the Center, Carriage Manor Apartments. A
longtime friend, Martha has joined our advisory
board.

Martha has been a member of the Junior League of
Palo Alto•Mid Peninsula for thirty years, serving
on the board for four of those years. She also
served on the board of Vista Center for the Blind
and Visually Impaired for thirteen years, and on
the board of its fundraising event, Vintage Affaire,
for more than twenty-five years. She has served on
other boards and has helped raise funds for other
non-profits in the Bay Area as well.

“My decision to join the Rosalie Rendu advisory
board was an easy one,” Martha said. “I believe in
the vision, mission and values of Rosalie Rendu;
and I believe their work is even more important in
light of COVID-19 and the inequities the pandemic
brings to immigrant communities.”

Adventurous and undaunted by steep learning
curves, Martha has already worked in collaboration
with the design team to freshen up the Center’s
website.

A community volunteer leader for three decades,

A gourmet baker, Martha specializes in chocolate
desserts including chocolate chip cookies which
fellow board members have found irresistible.

RRC Alumna Addresses Multiplying Challenges
Posed By COVID-19
Financial problems for parents during this
pandemic are as daunting as the academic
challenges for children.
“Many of the parents are not working now, or
they’ve lost two of the three jobs they usually
take on to make ends meet,” Martha reported.
“They sometimes can’t pay for groceries,
phone bills, utilities and rent. And some of the
students told me they’re so stressed out that
they can’t even sleep.”

AS A PARENT INVOLVEMENT WORKER
at East Palo Alto Academy (EPAA), Martha
Perez, an Alumna and Advisory Board member
of the Center, has a close view of the specific
hardships facing members of the East Palo Alto
community during the pandemic.

To help prevent families from losing their
homes, Martha advises parents of the California
Moratorium on Evictions, often guiding them to
pay at least 25% of their rent if they can. She also
points them toward free or affordable legal aid.

On the phone with parents for most of her
working days, Martha has been providing
families with connections to community-based
solutions as well as much appreciated emotional
support and encouragement.

Addressing shrinking budgets to feed their
families, Martha directs parents towards
resources such as the Boys & Girls Club which
provides free dinner every night and groceries
twice a week.

Distance learning has created educational
hurdles for students and under-employment
is posing daunting financial challenges for
their parents. Many students started off with
inadequate technology and internet connections
to learn via Zoom, for example.

“It was very difficult for the families early
on in the pandemic, when parents lost jobs.
That’s when the idea of the Bulldog Buzz
Cut Challenge came up,” Martha reported.
Participating members of the faculty and staff
at EPAA were willing to dye their hair or have
their heads shaved to raise funds.

Parents are often not at home to supervise,
Martha reported, and the children struggle and
might finally make the Zoom connection ten
minutes late. “The kids get so frustrated. ‘The
teacher didn’t see me; didn’t let me into the
class,’ they say.”
Martha helps to solve the issue by pointing
parents to a program that provides affordable
Internet for those in need.

Kudos also to Bill Somerville, Rosalie Rendu
Center Advisory Board member and founder
of the Philanthropic Ventures Foundation.
Bill recognized both the need at EPAA for
Parent Involvement Workers as well as
Martha’s talent. He created the position and
PVF has provided funding for it.

“After a really rough
spring, we wanted our
students to have some
fun. Seeing their teachers
with shaved and colored
heads definitely made
them laugh.”

For years, Martha has served as a crucial
connection between parents and teachers with
the goal of helping students stay on track and
perform well in school. But the challenges
involved in that goal have multiplied and she’s
expanded her role to fit the troubling times.

“Students often don’t have the Internet, so
they borrowed hot spots but then we heard
complaints that their connection is slow or
doesn’t work,” Martha said.

is empowering parents to empower their
children.

“After a really rough spring, we wanted our
students to have some fun. Seeing their teachers
with shaved and colored heads definitely made
them laugh,” Martha said.
The Buzz Cut Challenge was a success,
exceeding its goal. “I believe we raised $100,000
for the families!” More than one hundred
families in need applied for grants to help pay
for utilities, food and rent. Distribution of funds
is ongoing.
Martha, one of our first students, came to class
to learn English in 1998. Now the capable and
compassionate Parent Involvement Worker

PHOTOS: A few photos of the Center’s new
home. Stay tuned for a video tour.

Mentoring is the Key
by Carrie Du Bois

DURING OUR MOST RECENT ADVISORY BOARD MEETING,
I was reflecting on the great success of the Rosalie Rendu Center. It
occurred to me that mentoring has been the key component of the
program. It’s really powerful and more important than ever.
Sister Trinitas and Maria provide powerful mentoring to all of the
students. Mentors provide such a critical role when it comes to any
educational institution or non-profit work. When you have someone
who truly believes in you, students and program participants thrive
educationally and personally.
I was lucky enough to have mentors in my life. One of my most powerful
mentors was my horseback riding teacher when I was a very young adult.
This woman did much more than simply teach me how to ride a horse.
She gave me life lessons, built my confidence and spent extra time with
me. When I had problems with a boyfriend, I went to her. When I had
trouble with a work colleague, I went to her. What a gift she was to me!
Yes, she taught me how to ride a horse. I even won a few blue ribbons!

But it was her life lessons that I most remember.
Sister Trinitas has been a powerful mentor to our students for decades.
This mentoring has been expanded with Maria and our many volunteers.
The best teachers do more than simply teach lessons. They help expand
the students thinking and their view of the themselves.
Here are some inspirational quotes, to better reflect this point.
“A mentor is someone who allows you to see the hope inside
yourself.” —Oprah Winfrey
“If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do
more and become more, you are a leader.”
—John Quincy Adams
Thank you, Sister T and Maria, for all you do to mentor our students at
the Rosalie Rendu Center!

Rosalie Rendu Center
Student Voices
Jane Stern, Language Partner and member of our Advisory
Board interviewed several students at the Center. Here a few
things they shared about their experience.
“Learning English there is so positive. I have to learn English so I can help
the people in my work. You know that teachers like being there. They are
always so positive and that helps me learn faster. I always hear ‘You can
do it!’ I am also studying in the citizenship class for my test. We learn the
answers to the test questions. We practice talking and writing.”
— Cristina
“Rosalie Rendu Center is very welcoming. There are always smiles there.
And patience! I am learning there!”
— Rocio
“I have tried to study other places but I gave up. I found support for me
and my life here. Teachers understand how hard it is. I couldn’t do this
without child care (Tot Spot). The best part is finding people like me.”
— Lili
“Now Rosalie Rendu is a second family. We talk about everything.
I like that we have different classes every day. There is kindness there.”
— Norma
“The best thing is that the Center is close to home and part of East Palo
Alto. It is another community for us. They know what is happening in
East Palo Alto. They tell us about things we would never know about.”
— Gloria
“I am quiet. My husband has diabetes and I have to take care of him.
I have learned many other things there, not just English.”
— Esperanza

Sign up for AmazonSmile
And designate the Rosalie Rendu Center as the
charity of your choice.
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products,
prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is that
when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will
donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable
organization of your choice.
•

To get started you just sign into smile.amazon.com

•

Go to Your Account from the navigation at the top of any page,
and then select the option to Change your Charity.

•

Select the Rosalie Rendu Center to support and start shopping!

For Corporate Matches: If your employer matches charitable
donations, your generosity will make a bigger impact!
Please check to see if Rosalie Rendu Center qualifies for your
company’s matching criteria!
For questions contact us at Contact@rosalie-rendu-center.org

This year, give gifts that keep Amazon giving!

Rosalie Rendu Inc./DBA the Rosalie Rendu Center is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
corporation. The taxpayer identification number is 95-4709944.

