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Dear Friends and Supporters,

The Thanksgiving season brings to mind many cherished
symbols, but the one that keeps popping into my imagination
is the cornucopia, that horn of plenty overflowing with the
gifts of a fruitful harvest that nourish and delight.

Before the joyful harvest, however, comes the preparation of

the soil, the sowing of the seeds, and the tending of the plants.

The Rosalie Rendu Center’s motto, “where seeds are planted,”
has always described our mission to provide a safe and
welcoming environment for adults who are ready to invest in
themselves and engage more fully with their community by
learning English.

It is as apt now as ever. I ended my last letter to you expressing our hope of meeting the need
for introductory level classes for those on our waiting list. Thanks to your support and that
of Literacy Partners - Menlo Park and the Atkinson Foundation, we have partnered with East
Palo Alto Academy to offer not just one, but two new evening classes beginning this fall, led

by a dynamic teacher, Triny Lara!

In this Newsletter, we have the pleasure of introducing you to teachers Gloria, Mina, Rachel,
and Triny who have joined the Center to help carry out its mission.

AT has made great strides, yet there is no substitute for a caring, respectful, compassionate
and patient teacher. Cultivating relationships where students feel that they are known and
valued generates growth in skills and confidence. Our volunteer citizenship instructors,
classroom assistants, conversation club facilitators, and language partners play a vital role
in making this a reality. Their commitment to our students’ and their families’ flourishing
speaks volumes about love of neighbor in a world filled with so much negative noise.

Since Sr. T started the Center, the positive influence that its work can have on the entire family
has been a part of its vision and has guided its programming. We have the joy of bringing you
stories about the next generation, whom you have helped shape through your generosity.

Do you have a community of friends who would like to partner with our community of
learners? One friend recently recruited fellow residents at Channing House to become
language partners. As we match new volunteers with students, Sr. T and I become
almost giddy with expectation, anticipating the fruit of enriched lives these

relationships will yield.

God has richly blessed us with a cornucopia overflowing with new partners
and learners and with faithful longtime friends like you. May God send

you and your families His blessings “pressed down, shaken
together, and running over.”

Yours truly,
oy
Maria Lozano
Executive Director

MINISTRY SERVICES OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY
OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL



East Palo Alto Academy Principal Veronica Miranda-Pinkney and her students.

Rosalie Rendu Center Expands
to East Palo Alto Academy

By Carrie Du Bois

We are excited to share that the
Rosalie Rendu Center has expanded
to East Palo Alto Academy. As an
Advisory Board member, I had a
chance to visit the school and learn
why this is such an important new
partnership.

As of July 1st, Veronica Miranda-
Pinkney became the new principal of
the school. She is the first Mexican
principal in the history of the school
and a great fit for such a diverse (80
percent LatinX) community. One of
the parents at the school brought a
gift of pan dulce to Principal Miranda-
Pinkney on the first day of school.

The parent told her that her sons were
so proud to have a Mexican principal.
This was one of many signs that the
new hire would be a great fit for the
community. Representation matters
to students and families.

East Palo Alto Academy is a
dependent charter school with the
Sequoia Union High School District.
This school has been very popular
because it is a small campus that
offers a rigorous academic program
with abundant support for students.
The advisory class sets the school
apart with an advisor that follows a
student for two years with a goal of
preparing all students for success in
college and beyond.

The school also has partnerships with
Stanford University, Boys and Girls

Club, and many other community
organizations. A new wellbeing
center has just opened that allows a
safe space for students and families
to drop in if they need social or
emotional support or referrals to
community agencies.

When Principal Miranda-Pinkney
heard about the possibility of free
English lessons for parents, she
thought this would be a great new
opportunity for the school. The
original plan was for one class two
nights per week.

There was so much demand, the
classes have already expanded to
four nights per week. The classes
support community members, parents
at the school and even the school
staff. Principal Miranda-Pinckney
believes that supporting parents
helps students thrive in school. She
also enjoys welcoming community
members to her campus because
parents with young children may be
more inclined to send their students
to East Palo Alto Academy if they
have a great first impression with
quality English classes.

So far, Principal Miranda-Pinkney

is very impressed with the Rosalie
Rendu Center and the quality of the
staff members and volunteers. This
is another great partnership to add to
this wonderful small school.

The Education Fund
Broadens Students'
Horizons

By Carolyn Brennan

The Education Fund was created to offer support
to the children of our ESL students with financial
aid for educational opportunities.

Naomi Chapina-Study
Abroad Support
Naomi's mother
Norma is a long-time
friend of Sr. T’s and
now works at the
Menlo Park Senior
Center. She raised two
sons who attended
Foothill College. Naomi is a sophomore at
Eastside Prep. Norma was initially worried when
Naomi said she would like to study in Japan for
four weeks, but upon Naomi’s return, Norma was
happy and so proud of her daughter.

Naomi is curious with a spirit of adventure and
wanted to study a new culture. Her classes in Japan
consisted of language and art in the mornings

and cultural trips in the afternoons. These trips
included Tokyo Disney and a stay with a Japanese
family where she learned how to put on a kimono.

It was a very rewarding study adventure for
Naomi. The Education Fund helped her with the
airfare to make this trip possible.

Diego Bazan-Textbook Support
Diego was born at Stanford
Hospital and grew up in East Palo
Alto. He moved into Carriage
Manor with his mother —a
long-time ESL student — when

he was two years old. He has two
younger sisters: one is a sophomore at UC Riverside
studying Bio-Chemistry and the other is studying at
Eastside Prep where Diego also went to high school.

[

Diego graduated from UC Santa Cruz majoring in
Business Management and Economics.

He is now working as an intern in marketing

at One Degree, an Oakland-based tech driven
non-profit which helps low income families have
access to community resources.

Diego finds the job rewarding and challenging.
His dream job would be to work at Google. While
Diego was at university living off campus, he
found he needed financial aid to cover many
expenses such as tech books. The Education
Fund was able to give him some help which he
appreciated and stated in a great thank you note!



Summer Enrichment
Poetry into Art into Poetry

The Poetry into Art Summer session was a wonderful
adventure. After listening to poems in Spanish and English,
the students wrote down the images they heard and then
created a drawing from what they had imagined. After talking
about what their drawings meant to them, they turned their
drawings into their own poems. — CAROLYN BRENNAN

Hidden Villa Summer Camp — A Bountiful Gift
Eveling Moreno — a former student who moved to Texas

— shared her heartfelt experience with Hidden Villa Summer
Camp where her two daughters, Miranda and Valery, thrived.

She loved the program not only for its enriching activities but
also because it provided financial support for the camp. She
couldn't have afforded it otherwise. Both girls learned about
insects, explored nature, and made wonderful new friends
which contributed to their social growth.

Initially, Eveling was anxious about sending her daughters to
stay overnight. She was unsure if they would adapt. But when
she picked them up from camp and saw how happy they were,

it gave Eveling confidence. The girls grew more self-assured
and independent. Any initial worries among mother and

daughters were transformed into excitement.

Eveling is truly grateful for this life-changing experience that
was given to her and her daughters. — SANDRA GODOY
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Miranda and Valery at Summer Camp

Meet Governing Board Member

Jose Talavera

By Carrie Du Bois

Jose Talavera is thrilled to be serving on the
Rosalie Rendu Governing Board of Directors.
He first learned about the Center through his
wife when she was doing a project with the
Center through Stanford University.

Jose began hearing of the amazing work of
Sister Trinitas at that time and was instantly
intrigued by what his wife was describing and
how this was uplifting community members.
When he met both Sister Trinitas and Maria
Lozano he was even more impressed.

Jose works as the Associate Director of
Advocacy at KIPP Public Schools Northern
California. Born in Nicaragua and raised in
Costa Rica, he began working with youth

from different socioeconomic backgrounds
through local organizations in the community.
He moved to the Bay Area in 2016. As an
immigrant himself, he knows personally about
the challenges of coming to a new country.

Some of the parents Jose works with at
KIPP have been served by the Center. He

describes the work
of Maria and her
team as very special
and welcoming.

He said the love of
community is obvious and the work is a
model for support and learning.

When asked what new immigrant parents
most need, Jose believes it is to learn how
the educational system works and how to be
more involved in that system.

Parent involvement is a key component to
student success. As parents improve their
English skills, they can better advocate for
their children. He knows this is particularly
challenging for parents with students with
special needs.

As a Governing Board member, Jose brings a
wealth of experience.

Thank you Jose! We are grateful to have your
involvement in the Rosalie Rendu Center.

What a
Conversation!
By Sally Falkenhagen

Do you belong to a
group that would enjoy
an unusual adventure
sure to broaden your
horizons while helping
the Center with English
language practice?

It might be your book
club, your hiking club,
your volunteer group,
your garden club...

English language learners
thrive best when they
have opportunities

in relaxed settings

to practice their new
language. The Rosalie
Rendu Center will
facilitate a 90 minute
“conversation” between
your group and our
students. Typically, the
conversation would start
with introductions of

the two groups (8-12
English students with
your similarly sized
group). The facilitator
would offer a couple of
simple prompts; then the
larger groups would break
out into foursomes to
respond to the prompts.

We guarantee much
laughter and learning for
everyone!

These one-time (or more,
perhaps!) opportunities
are available during both
daytime and evening.

Please contact Sister T
(Sister Trinitas
Hernandez, D.C.) at
srthernandez@rosalie-
rendu-center.org .
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Updates on Our Dynamic Staff

By Debbie Denton

We said goodbye to a favorite teacher
and welcomed a diverse group of new
staff members.

Thank You Jason Sugimura

Students gathered to say “Thank you!” to
our long-time teacher, Jason Sugimura,
as he heads off on his new adventures

in South America, together with his
girlfriend Dawn and their two cats.

We welcomed new members to our staff
and we’re excited about the wealth

of knowledge, credentials and life
experiences they bring to the Rosalie
Rendu Center.

Rachel Zabaneh -
Instructional Program
Coordinator and ESL
Teacher

Rachel teaches
morning ESL classes
and is also our new
instructional program coordinator,
working with Maria to develop and
implement ESL instruction. She is an
edupreneur committed to reimagining
education strategies for the 21st
century. She holds an Interdisciplinary
Doctor of Education in Leadership,

a Master of Arts in Intercultural
Leadership Studies and a TESOL
Certificate. Having worked in both
private and public education sectors,
Rachel is dedicated to helping learners
of all backgrounds discover purpose and
hope, and flourish as a result.

Mina Ahmadi - ESL
Teacher

Mina teaches the
evening classes at
the Center. Born and
raised in Iran, she got

her master’s degree in English from the
University of Tehran. She has a passion
for languages, diverse cultures and
teaching.

In addition to teaching at the Center,
Mina works with children as a
preschool teacher.

Gloria Marshall - ESL
Teacher

Gloria Marshall is the
new teacher for the
beginning English
morning ESL classes.

She is the former long-
time director of Creative Montessori, a
state-funded child-care program offering
free and low-cost services in East Palo
Alto. Her interest in encouraging lifelong
learning in young people encouraged her
to pursue education as a career. She has
degrees from UC Berkeley and Stanford
University.

Michele Grason -
Volunteer ESL Teacher
Michele has been
teaching in the
evening at Woodland
Park Communities
since 2023. She began
teaching at the Rosalie Rendu Center
in 1998 and is coming back after raising
two boys. She loves the community
spirit of the students in her ESL class.
They work hard all day and choose to
come to class every week where they’ve
developed a strong bond and support in
their learning journey.

Trinidad (Triny) Lara -
ESL Teacher

Triny teaches the
off-site evening
classes at East Palo
Alto Academy. She
brings more than

five years of experience in facilitating
language acquisition among diverse
populations. Trini is deeply committed
to teaching ESL

because she believes Zi

it plays a crucial role
in strengthening
communities.
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Oh Say, Can You See?

By Jane Stern

Do you know how many amendments
to the Constitution there are? Can you
quickly name the US President during
World War I? Can you name one of the
writers of the Federalist Papers?

Nadia can! Jose can! Gabriel and
Carolina can!

They are among the 27 new citizens who
came through the Rosalie Rendu Center
citizenship class in the last two years.

The citizenship process is arduous

and takes commitment and study.
Candidates must show proficiency in
reading, writing and speaking English,
as well as answering correctly six out of
ten randomly selected Civics questions
from a list of one hundred.

Every Monday at 1 p.m. volunteers Deb
Strichartz and Jane Stern direct a virtual
class to prepare students to take the test
and succeed in the interview. Some of
them attend in their cars, using lunch
breaks from work to participate. There
was even one student who attended
class while riding a motorized lawn
mower, not wanting to take time off
work. Other volunteers meet one-on-
one to prep students for the English and
Spanish tests.

Students practice reading and writing
sentences like “The White House is

in Washington, D.C.” or “The Statue

of Liberty is in New York Harbor” to
demonstrate their proficiency. Even
native English speakers aren’t sure how
to spell “statue” or how to punctuate
Washington, D.C.

So, hats off to our new citizens. Stop by
the Center and see their pictures on the
wall.



