
Dear Friends and Supporters,

Ever since I spotted a recent New York Times article listing 

words which have fallen into disfavor, I have had a heightened 

awareness of words and their power. Our English language 

learners acquire new words daily and practice stringing them 

together to create meaningful communication. Our skillful 

teachers and insightful students together tease out nuances 

of meaning and context. Mastering English gives our students 

the power to speak for themselves. It is also the vehicle 

which strengthens relationships and community. Sister T 

recently gave her conversation group the assignment to 

speak to someone in English over the weekend. One student 

encountered words of kindness and generosity when she 

ventured to speak to her neighbor. She discovered that their 

children attended the same school, and the neighbor even offered to give our student’s 

children a ride to school.

Fun is an important word in the Center’s lexicon. Fun in language learning short-circuits 

the fear of making mistakes and provides for diverse modes of learning. In this Newsletter, 

you will find how a group of students enjoyed visiting with the Sisters at Labouré. Family 
field trips contain a major fun factor and include multiple generations learning together. 
Your heartfelt interest in the progress of our families, reflected in your generous giving, has 
allowed us to provide these unique learning experiences.

Our growing team of volunteer Language Partners provides the opportunity for 
individualized language practice for an increasing number of students who are ready 

to advance to this learning partnership. Thanks to the Language Partners’ words of 
encouragement and instruction, our students’ attitudes towards their ability to learn 

English and their language skills improve. Language Partners, Tom and Omar, share about 
the joy and satisfaction they have experienced in this Newsletter.

Every year, on the Feast of the Annunciation (March 25th ), the Daughters of Charity renew 

their vows of poverty, chastity, obedience, and service to those in need. Students honored 

Sr. T’s commitment to these values with commitments of their own to achieve their goals 

of learning English. One student concluded with this quote from Galatians 5:22: 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” 

We are immensely grateful for the commitment you have made to the Rosalie Rendu Center 

through your giving of time, talent and resources, so that our students may always find and 
grow in an environment where these principles are more than just words.

May the words you read in this Newsletter lift your spirits and bless you.

Yours truly, 

Maria Lozano
Executive Director 

SPRING 2025

Governing Board

Sr. Pacita Calica, D.C. 

Jennifer Castello

Concepcion (Cony) Fuentes

Stewart Hyland

Sr. Patricia Miguel, D.C.

Sr. Estela Morales, D.C.

Jose Talavera

Yesica Vera

Advisory Board

Sr. Trinitas Hernandez, D.C.
Founder

Maria Lozano
Executive Director

Sally Falkenhagen
Advisory Board Chair

Nancy Alvarez

Carolyn Brennan

Sr. Fran Ciluaga, D.C.

Jacqueline Day

Gloria Gabriela del Rio 

Debbie Denton

Carrie Du Bois

Martha Edwards

Karen Engelbart

Jeanna Essick

Sr. Paule Freeburg, D.C.

Richard Hutsell

Sr. Estela Morales, D.C.

Martha Perez

Jane Stern

Melanie Yunk

In This Issue
• Language Partners from 

Channing House

• Readers Theater as Service-

Learning

• Newest ESL teacher 

• ESL Student in Financial 

Services Field

• Spring Field Trips 

• Sister T’s Lifetime of 

Achievement Award

Rosalie Rendu Center ... where seeds are planted
2345 Pulgas Avenue, East Palo Alto, CA 94303

(650) 473-9522 • https://www.rosalie-rendu-center.org/

MINISTRY SERVICES OF THE DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 



Channing House 
Residents Excel 
as Language 
Partners
By Sally Falkenhagen

Language Partners volunteer to 
provide conversation practice 

with our students. It’s vital in 

mastering the spoken language with 

confidence. Each Language Partner 
works with the same student weekly 

for an hour or so.

When Maria described language 

partners at her church, Joanna 

Liston introduced herself and began 
recruiting volunteers at Channing 

House, the retirement community 

where she lives. Students from the 

Center go to Channing House to 

meet with their Language Partners 
to practice conversational English. 

Joanna has successfully recruited 

many engaged volunteers. 

Sister T interviews prospective 

language partners and then matches 

them with students based on the 

needs of the students and the 

interests and backgrounds of the 

volunteers. Before she retired, 

Dorothy Martinez, who is fluent 
in Spanish, worked as an ESL 
instructor and bilingual coordinator 

for years. Sister T believes she 

may converse with two students at 

the same time. These small group 

conversations are fun for both the 

students and the volunteers.

New recruit Bob McLean has 
taken on an intricate role with his 

Language Partner. Bob is a retired 
high school English and writing 

teacher and an administrator. He 

understands and works with rubrics 

used to score reading and speaking 

samples. Bob’s student partner 

was an operating room nurse in 

Germany but she can only work as 

a technician here until she passes 

a comprehensive English test and 

takes the exams that will re-qualify 

her as an operating room nurse in 

this country. Bob says she has great 

spoken English and clear writing 

skills. With Bob’s targeted coaching, 

she’s sure to pass the tests!

Readers Theatre and Language-
oriented Card Game Provide 
Students with Service-Learning 
Opportunities
By Carrie DuBois

Service-learning combines classroom learning with community service to address a 

community need. It builds confidence in learning, provides rewarding volunteer experiences, 
and enriches the lives of the beneficiaries. One of the needs in every community is the ability 
to connect to seniors by providing companionship, fun and friendship. Many seniors can 

feel isolated even while residing in assisted living facilities. Learning, exploring new things, 
and meeting new people enhance the aging brain. Experiences that are joyful are also very 
important for seniors. Students participated in service-learning by visiting the Daughters of 

Charity assisted living home, the Labouré House. They played a card game with the sisters as 
a way to practice their English in a fun and creative way. The game is like the well-known card 

game “Go Fish” and easily leads to laughter. It also allows the students to practice meeting 

new people and making conversations with strangers. The residents also benefit by meeting 
new people, having fun, and exercising their brains. 

Our students also provided enjoyment for seniors while advancing their own skills in speaking 
English by participating in Readers Theater in December at Villa Siena in Los Altos, another 
well-respected assisted living facility. Students read “The Twelve Days of Christmas” to the 

residents and then enjoyed lunch with them.



Sister Trinitas Honored 
As a Recipient of the 
Distinguished 2025 Lifetimes 
of Achievement Award by 
Avenidas
By Sally Falkenhagen

Recognized for her unwavering commitment to serve 

underserved families and create lasting change in scores 

of lives and communities through the Rosalie Rendu 

Center for over two decades, Sister Trinitas was one of 

seven change-makers who won the 2025 Lifetimes of 
Achievement Award by Avenidas. 

“Her remarkable vision and dedication to East Palo 
Alto and surrounding communities are truly inspiring,” 

said President and CEO of Avenidas, Kristina Lugo, in 
bestowing the honor.

What began as a desire to help Spanish-speaking residents 

learn English has blossomed into a thriving, transformative 

Center that has positively impacted hundreds of lives. From 

providing a safe space for adult learners to offering vital 

support to families in need, her work has not only improved 

individual lives but also strengthened the entire community.

The perseverance and heart Sister T has shown — even 

during challenges like the housing crisis, the pandemic, 

and inflation — are a testament to her dedication and love 
for the people she serves.

Dear Sister T, on behalf of all those whose lives you have 

touched, we celebrate this well-deserved recognition. Your 

legacy of empowerment and compassion continues to 

inspire us all to contribute to our communities, just as you 
have done so selflessly all your life.

PHOTO BY  ANNA HOCH-KENNEY/EMBARCADERO MEDIA. 

The 2025 Lifetimes of Achievement Award recipients 

include groundbreaking scientists, philanthropists, 

advocates, and educators. Since 1988, Avenidas 

Lifetimes of Achievement Awards aim to highlight the 

accomplishments of the selected honorees, preserve our 

history, and inspire future generations. 

Field Trips: Wondrous Learning
By Maria Lozano

Supersized pink starfish, delicate purple jellyfish, tiny venomous 
orange frogs, and sparkly minerals are just a few of nature’s 
wonders which awed our students and their families. In March, 

we took one group to California Academy of Sciences and 

another to the Aquarium of the Bay in San Francisco. Learning 
involves asking questions as much as acquiring knowledge. 

Seeing a picture of a shark in a book does not compare to coming 

face to face with one and asking why it has not eaten all the 

other fish in the tank. These excursions also build community as 
parents help each other’s children navigate through the exhibits 

or students sit and chat while enjoying a cup of coffee. Family 
adventures like these are often out of reach for our students 

due to the cost and the unfamiliarity with the locations. 

Through your generosity, you join with us in bringing our Vision 
Statement to life: that the Rosalie Rendu Center will inspire, 

educate and promote the overall well-being of immigrants and 

their families through classroom learning, social activities and 

family outings into the community. 

Jessica Arellano-Cruz

Our newest ESL teacher 
started at the Center as a 
Stanford student volunteer. 

By Martha Edwards

Our newest teacher, Jessica, grew up in a small town in Eastern 

Washington. Her parents were farmworkers. 

As a Stanford student, Jessica enjoyed volunteering at the 
Center as a Language Partner.  She focused her honors thesis 
on education and remains very interested in the field. After 
graduation, she got a job at Stanford in the Admissions 
department. Jessica wanted to continue her involvement with the 

Center and the community she found in East Palo Alto, so she 
became a classroom assistant last fall. She started teaching ESL in 
January in one of our night classes.

 “I recognize the complexities of the lives of our students,” said 

Jessica. “I want to celebrate the students and everything that 

they are. I am a caring person, and I care about my students as 

an educator, as a friend, and as a fellow human being.  I want my 

classroom to feel like a safe space for everyone.”



Tom Ehrlich and Omar 
Osorio: Eager Learners
By Carolyn Brennan

Tom and Omar have been working 

together for about a year. Tom stresses 

that Omar is a perfect example of why 

immigrants are so important to our 

country. Omar works hard. He is raising 

a lovely family, with a first baby on the 
way. He wants to succeed both for his 

family and for the United States.  The 

Center has provided an invaluable 

opportunity for Omar and for Tom to 

learn from each other. They both say 

they are life-long friends.

Omar is from Puebla, Mexico. (His 
mother named him after her favorite 

movie star, Omar Sharif). For ten years 

he worked for a financial company. On a 
trip to Los Angeles he met his future wife 
who was from Chicago.

Success followed. Omar worked hard, got 

married, and then moved to the Bay Area. 

His first few attempts to join a financial 
services company resulted in interviews 

but not a job offer. Omar felt he needed to 
work on his English communication skills. 

When he Googled for help, he found the 

Rosalie Rendu Center and Sister T. He is 

so grateful to her for all the help offered, 

and especially for pairing him with Tom. 

Omar wanted both to understand and 

to speak better English. To prepare 

for interviews, he and Tom did some 

role playing, with Tom acting as the 

interviewer.  They also talked about 

English idioms that are not easily 

understood such as “It’s raining cats and 

dogs.”

Omar succeeded, being offered not one 

job, but two.  At the time of this interview 
Omar had just been hired by Viamericas, 
a remittance services business that helps 

individuals send money to their families 

in other countries. Omar sees a bright 

future for himself and Tom agrees. 

Thank You! 
Thank you to our friends who supported us from March 1, 2024 through March 13, 2025.  
Our apologies if we have missed anyone. Please let us know if we mistakenly missed your name.
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