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Dear Friends and Supporters,

The volatility that we recently experienced in our weather
seems to mimic the volatility of the world around us. In such
an environment, we recognize the value of stability and
continuity for our wellbeing. Thanks to your steady generosity
and support throughout the years, you have helped us to
establish the Rosalie Rendu Center as a reliable resource for
English language learners and a trusted place to find welcome
and encouragement. Our students’ persistence coupled with
their teachers’ instruction and guidance compose the daily
formula that develops them into confident English speakers.
With the added support of our volunteer classroom assistants
and language partners, our students are even more motivated
to go beyond the practical use of English and enjoy its benefits
to create new relationships and strengthen bonds.

We celebrated our volunteers and partners at the center’s open house on April 11th . The
rain brought festivities indoors where the rooms were abuzz with lively conversation and
warm laughter. As I popped in and out of each room, a sense of gratitude welled up inside
of me for the joy and love that each of you injects into the work of the center. Our students
expressed their thanks as well, writing notes on paper watering cans which decorated the
rooms. Here are a few excerpts in case you missed the party.

“Thank you so much for your help as I have a great teacher. I can speak more English
in my job. I'm very happy.”

“I feel happy because I have made progress in my English class, and this center helps me
make new friends, and spend time with them outside my routine.”

Thanks to your continued support we are able to fulfill our mission and vision to inspire,
educate and promote the overall wellbeing of immigrants and their families. You have
enabled us to make classes easily accessible to our community. As the academic year winds
down, we look forward to a new partnership with Channing House to provide ESL classes
for their workers, our summer session in July, and welcoming new students in the fall who
are currently on our waiting list.

I will close with a note from another student who says it best.

“I am very grateful about this treasure. It’s amazing for me to get education.
God bless everybody, our teacher and volunteers. Thank you.”

With a grateful heart,

Md’/m
Maria Lozano
Executive Director
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By Maria Lozano

Every year, our students look forward with anticipation to our family
field trip. It can be a challenge to find a place that holds the interest of
adults, teenagers, and younger children alike. The Tech Interactive, with
a wide range of experiential exhibits, fits the bill. Our families’ children
visit these venues on school field trips with their classmates, but they
rarely get to enjoy them with their parents because of expensive ticket
costs. Here is how one student describes her experience.

“I was very excited because it was the first time just my family and I
went together. It was very beautiful because I dedicated time to my
two young children while making a craft. I enjoyed it a lot because we
were all there together. What I liked most was the Human Body exhibit,
seeing every part of the human body was amazing to me.”

Before boarding the buses to return to the Center, another student
commented that the visit had given her hope. I was intrigued by this
unexpected remark. She went on to explain that after viewing the
exhibit on medical technology, she concluded that although there were
people who focused on destroying life; there were far more people who
were committed to improving the life of others.

Standing Room Only at Our Open House
(Clockwise from the top left) Sister T, Founder, and Maria Lozano, Executive Director,
recognized the great contributions and teamwork of donors, staff and volunteers in
making the Center thrive. Sandra Godoy, Office Manager and special events artist,
stands by a floral depiction of the Center’s theme ... “Where seeds are planted.”
Advisory Board members Debbie Denton, Sr. Fran Ciluaga, D.C., and Martha Edwards
helped to host the Open House. Stanford students from the Gamma Zeta Alpha
fraternity provided community service at the event and play important ongoing roles
including as Language Partners.

Former MIT and Stanford
Career Counselor Provides
Workshops for Our Students

By Carrie Du Bois

Jackie Ward heard about the career counseling volunteer
opportunity at the Center through one of her good friends.
That friend had heard our executive director, Maria Lozano,
speak about ways to support our students.

Jackie was looking for a volunteer opportunity and

wanted to do meaningful work in our community. She

was a professional career counselor and worked in higher
education at MIT and Stanford. Jackie’s professional
experience gave her a rich background in helping students
at the college level. After learning about the work needed at
the Center, she jumped at the opportunity to help. Jackie has
been leading the new job search workshops at the Center on
Fridays every other week.

The curriculum was created by the Center's teacher, Mina
Ahmadi, and customized to support the students attending.
Jackie felt it was important to get to know the students
and find out what they needed. She soon discovered

some students had held high skill positions in their home
countries. Other students didn’t have any formal work
experience. The students began working on how to create
a resume because everyone could benefit from this. The
students just starting out needed help on what to put

on their resumes and the students with extensive work
experience needed to fine tune their employment history
to be able to open themselves up to new experiences in the
United States.

Jackie also learned about JobTrain and suggested that
students utilize this local non-profit for additional resources.
Many of the students had trouble getting to JobTrain, so
Jackie decided to bring JobTrain to her workshop. This is a
great new partnership because JobTrain didn’t know about
the work of the Center.

Sandra Godoy has also been very helpful to the students
because she has had great success navigating her own
employment. She talked to the students about how to start

a dog walking or pet feeding business. Another good idea
from Sandra was to help students look through the on-line
platform NextDoor. Often dog walking, babysitting and
house cleaning opportunities are advertised there. This site
also gives the students ideas about the many jobs that are
available in our local community and can be a great resource
for a first job. Because some of the students don’t have
computers or internet at home, looking through job postings
is something that can be done at the Center with the help of
Jackie, Sandra and others.

Hearing directly from Sandra was such an uplifting
experience for the students that Jackie plans to bring more
alumni in to speak.

Thank you, Jackie Ward, for giving your time and your talents
to the students of the Rosalie Rendu Center.



Students Making Swift
Progress Find Resources to
Advance Language Skills
and Job Searches

By Sally Falkenhagen

The Rosalie Rendu Center is often the first stop for English language learners
when they resolve to learn the language. They hear that the Center is
welcoming and the instruction is free. Located in the heart of the East Palo
Alto community, the Center offers not only English instruction, but also advice
about more resources for students who are inspired to move ahead faster.

One such student, Irene, started her English instruction at the Center 18
months ago, then moved to Canada College to continue her learning. The
Center also pointed her to JobTrain, where she completed her GED and where
she will begin their Medical Assistant training this summer. Irene has continued
working with her Language Partner volunteer from the Center, Anne Marie
Willis, whose professional work included years of assisting foreign students as
they settled into their American university and transitioned afterward to work.
Anne Marie also assisted Irene as she worked to earn her GED.

Some ESL students from the Rosalie Rendu Center seek assistance with their
job searches, and the Center’s teacher Mina Ahmadi has prepared materials
to use in the Center’s workshop about preparing for a job search. Anne Marie
reviewed the materials and found them near-perfect for the task. The Center
also refers students to JobTrain for quick turn-around of their resumes and
cover letters.

Anne Marie Willis is one of the Language Partners recruited from Channing
House, where Mina Ahmadi will soon begin teaching English to staff members
two afternoons per week. A vibrant and fulfilling community connection

has sprung up between the Center and Channing House, inspiring everyone
involved!

By Debbie Denton

Edmund Dyer-Essig, a
sophomore engineering student
at Stanford, discovered that
many local nonprofits don’t
have enough volunteers and struggle to keep up with technology. He saw an
opportunity to help. With support from the Vida Valiente Foundation, whuch
supports Stanford students with financial aid and mentorship, Edmund co-
founded the Proyecto Vidas Valiosas (Valuable Lives Project). Comprised of
15+ Spanish-speaking students, the group supports local nonprofits that serve
families like their own families back home by providing the tech expertise and
volunteer support the nonprofits often need.

The team is already having real impact in East Palo Alto. At the Ecumenical
Hunger Program, the students modernized online donation forms and
volunteered at an event. At the Center, they helped at our Valentine’s Day
event and improved our social media presence. They also have plans to help
us streamline our grant tracking systems and become Language Partners.

It’s been inspiring to see these students step up and make such a meaningful
difference, and we’re excited to see how their work continues to grow in our
community.

Mexican
Wedding
Cookies

What did we serve
at our Open House
on April 11th?
Mexican wedding
cookies are a
favorite of so many cultures. This recipe is also
known as Greek butter cookies, Italian nut cookies
and Russian tea cakes. I serve them at Christmas
and call them Snowball cookies and at Easter they
are Bunny Tails. What a fun and beloved recipe
of so many cultures. I think this is a great treat to
bring us all together. — CARRIE DU BOIS

INGREDIENTS

1 cup unsalted butter, softened (227g)
Y4 cup powdered sugar (60g)

14 teaspoon salt

1%% teaspoons vanilla extract

134 cups all-purpose flour (210g)

1 cup finely chopped pecans

1 cup powdered sugar for dusting (120g)

INSTRUCTIONS

Preheat the oven to 350°F. Line two large
baking sheets with parchment paper.

In the bowl of a stand mixer fitted with a
paddle attachment, beat together the butter,
Y2 cup (60g) powdered sugar, and salt on
medium speed until pale and fluffy, about

2 to 3 minutes. Beat in the vanilla until just
combined.

With the mixer on low, gradually add the

flour, beating until well combined. Beat in the
pecans until combined. Scoop the dough into 1
tablespoon portions and roll into balls between
your palms. Place 1 inch apart on the baking
sheets.

Bake for 12 to 15 minutes or until the tops are
set and the bottoms are golden brown. Let the
cookies cool on the pans for 5 minutes.

Place the remaining 1 cup (120g) powdered
sugar in a medium bowl. Working in batches,
roll the warm cookies in the sugar, shaking off
excess. Place a wire rack, and
cool completely, about 30
minutes. Reroll cooled cookies
in powdered sugar again.
Store cookies in an airtight
container for up to 2 weeks.
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Thank You!

Thank you to our friends who supported us from March 14, 2025 through March 1, 2026.
Our apologies if we have missed anyone. Please let us know if we mistakenly missed your name.
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The Deeply Rewarding
Role of Evening
Language Partners is
in Big Demand

By Sally Falkenhagen

Only one hour a week of this particular
gig provides bountiful benefits for both
students and Language Partners alike.

The Center has evening students

ready and eager to begin work with

a Language Partner who spends one
hour per week in conversation with

the student. No knowledge of any
language besides English is needed

to be a successful LP. Prospective

LP’s meet with Sister T and Maria to
determine which student might be the
best fit for them. The Center has several
evening students whose language
acquisition would blossom with regular
conversation.

Initially, the meetings would be at the
Center in the evenings. Please do help

a student become more confident in
their speaking, reading and writing
English! If you are ready to become a
Language Partner to our eager students,
please call Sister T at 650-473-9522

to talk about this wonderful volunteer
opportunity.

By Sally Falkenhagen

If you are 70%% or older, you may make
gifts (Qualified Charitable Distribution
or QCD) directly from your IRA to the
Rosalie Rendu Center. With a QCD:

* You can give up to $111,000 this year
to charity ($222,000 for couples)

* You do not get a tax deduction for
your charitable gift

« Ifyou are 73 and are required to take
an annual distribution from your
IRA, the QCD counts toward your
distribution requirement. There is no
income tax due on the distribution
because it does not count toward
your taxable income if you make the
QCD directly to a 501(c)(3) charitable
organization such as the Rosalie
Rendu Center.



